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Benefits and drawbacks of Digital Learning 

I 

 Recently, techniques such as computers and tablets have developed rapidly. As a result, 

these machines are frequently used in school education now. In addition, students who could not 

go to school because of  COVID-19 Pandemic in 2019, increased the demand for these 

technologies.1 It is said that 49% of students have completed some form of online learning.2 

Governments in many countries such as South Korea, America, and Singapore allow the use of 

digital learning materials.3 However, at the same time, students also use textbooks and notebooks 

like before the development of digital learning systems. In this essay, I will explain the benefits 

and drawbacks of digital learning and my opinion about the best way to study for students. 

 On the one hand, digital learning became popular in the world because of a lot of 

advantages. The biggest advantage is that students have a tablet or computer, they can study at 

home or while attending school. The average time that people use while going to work or school 

is more than 15 minutes.4 It is a good way to use time without wasting it. Analog learning needs 

many things such as pencils, textbooks, and notebooks. In addition, if teachers and students are 

in different positions, they can make connections online. In case of an emergency like 

COVID-19 pandemic, teachers can teach and confirm student's work. Also, there is so much the 

latest information on websites, but information on textbooks is not updated after major events in 

society. For example, Japanese elementary and junior high school textbooks are remade every 

4 The SASI group and Newman, Mark, “Commuting time,” The university of Sheffield 

3 Unknown, “The use of digital textbooks and teaching materials in other countries,” Ministry of Education, Culture, 
Sports, Science and Technology, 2021 

2 Peck, Devlin, “Online Learning Statistics: The Ultimate List in 2024,” Devlin Peck, 2024 

1 Haleem, Abid,  Javaid, Mohd,  Qadri, Mohd Asim, and Suman, Rajiv, ”Understanding the role of digital 
technologies in education: A review,” ScienceDirect, 2022 



four years.5 Most news is available for free, so learners can easily make use of them in their 

learning.  

 On the other hand, there are some disadvantages. One of the bad points is that students 

can not prepare for actual performances. If students study to pass exams, they are not able to 

improve their problem solving skills in the same situations as with a real test. The reason why is 

that, unlike online study methods, there are still many analogue examination formats. It takes a 

lot more time to write something on paper than typing on a computer. That is one of the 

advantages of using digital devices, but if they use those, they may not be able to figure out 

questions within the specified time. Also there is another drawback. It is said that handwriting 

helps memorization by actually doing hands-on work rather than typing.6 That is why they do not 

use computers, they can study more efficiently in a short time. Typing is a simple action on a 

keyboard, so the movement and visual information provided is extremely low from it. 

 In conclusion, there are benefits and drawbacks of digital education. Digital media based 

learning is studied in many countries because teachers and students can learn in various  

environments. However, it may not be dependent on students' learning objectives. In my opinion, 

reading digital textbooks to get knowledge has good effects on students, but students have to take 

notes in notebooks. By doing so, students can use the benefits of both analog and digital, and 

learn effectively. Digital education is very useful, but people have to recognize that there are a lot 

of benefits about analog one too. Therefore, it is wrong to be biased to only one method of 

education. 

II 

6 Storey, Denis, “Handwriting Shows Unexpected Benefits Over Typing,” Psychiatrist.com, 2024 
5 Unknown, “Textbook Q&A,” Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology 



 “That so many children and young people have no internet at home is more than a digital 

gap; it is a digital canyon,” said Henrietta Fore, UNICEF Executive Director.7  Recently, the 

internet has become essential to life, and education is no exception. A lot of schools started to 

use digital learning due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and students have more opportunities to use 

computers.8 However, all of the students in this world don’t get the same education. In this essay, 

I will describe the disparities in digital learning and solutions in three areas, international, 

regional, and individual. Also I will consider how society will face digital learning in the future 

as a summary. 

 First of all, I will explain the disparities in online learning between countries of the 

world. Online classes are being offered in 65% of high income countries, but only 18% in low 

income countries.9 In western countries, the 96% percentage of people using the internet has 

increased since 2000.10 Additionally, in European countries, more than 90% of homes have 

access to the internet.11 This made it possible to flexibly introduce online classes when the 

COVID-19 pandemic occurred. However, internet penetration in African countries is 43% and it 

is under the global average.12 One of the reasons for this number is due to the lack of ICT 

engineers, making it more difficult to provide internet access than in other countries. To solve 

this problem, infrastructure development is necessary. Currently, the environment for online 

learning is still not in place. However, if there is a basic environment with access to the internet, 

students can use smartphones to access enough information. 

12 Galal, Saifaddin, “Internet usage in Africa - statistics & facts,”statista, 2024 

11 Petrosyan, Ani, “Internet usage in Europe,” statista, 2024 

10 Unknown, ”Internet, Broadband Fact Sheet,” Pew Research Center, 2024 

9 Tokyo newspaper Sunday, “Digital education disparities" highlighted by the COVID-19 pandemic: large 
differences based on income and region, increased burden on teachers and staff... how can these be resolved?” 
Tokyo Sukusuku, 2020 

8 J S Gopika, R V Rekha “Awareness and Use of Digital Learning Before and During COVID-19,”National Library 
of Medicine, 2023 

7 Unknown, “Two thirds of the world’s school-age children have no internet access at home, new UNICEF-ITU 
report says,” unicef, 2020 



 Next, there are disparities between regions within the country. This time, I will explain 

the regional disparities within Japan as an example. A big difference between regional disparities 

and international ones is that the internet is available in most places in Japan, but disparities still 

exist. The reason for this is utilization rate. The rate of the main metropolitan areas in Japan such 

as Tokyo, Osaka, and Fukuoka is high from 80% to 90%. On the other hand, the Tohoku area 

includes Aomori, Akita and prefectures which have lower populations like Shimane at around 

70%.13 This difference is from interests for the internet. In the countryside there are many old age 

people and those people are not interested in social media or information online. Since 

COVID-19 pandemic, the Japanese government decided to use computers in every public 

elementary and junior high school and teachers were forced to teach students with these items.14 

Some elderly teachers may not be computer literate. As a result, there are also differences in 

device usage rates.15 That is why, developing technology that is easy for children and teachers 

who are not familiar with the Internet to use will be a good solution for this problem. If they can 

use computers like textbooks or notebooks, the difference of rate between areas may disappear. 

 The last topic is individual disparities, which arise from different situations such as home 

network environment and income. The ICT spread rate in households with a total income of less 

than 2 million yen is very low at 33%.16 Some local governments are providing support to such 

families, but more than half are still considering ways to address the issue, and a quick response 

is not expected. This situation is very similar to the international disparity, but since this problem 

is occurring within one country, a small scale solution can be used. Using common learning 

16 Tokyo newspaper Sunday, “Digital education disparities" highlighted by the COVID-19 pandemic: large 
differences based on income and region, increased burden on teachers and staff... how can these be resolved?” 
Tokyo Sukusuku, 2020 

15 Unknown, “Digital education, device operation to be implemented by prefectures to correct disparities in classes,” 
Nikkei, 2024 

14 Unknown, “Realizing the GIGA School Initiative,” Ministry of education, culture, sports, science and technology 
-Japan 

13 Unknown, “Part 2: Basic data and policy trends,” Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications, 2020 



materials such as data and textbooks that can be used for both digital and analog learning. A 

cause of this problem is that the information needed to learn is only available online. A way to 

solve this is to provide the same information to students who have the environment for digital 

learning and others who have difficulty doing so. In Japan, the environment is in place where all 

children can go to school, so as long as the learning materials are provided, everyone can receive 

the same education. 

 In conclusion, online learning on three scales - international, regional, and individual - 

each has its own problems. Solutions must be considered according to the scale. However, this 

learning method was only fully adopted about five years ago because of COVID 19, so I believe 

that better measures will be provided by the government and local governments, and this field 

will continue to grow in the future. As a student who uses computers a lot in class, I think digital 

learning is very convenient and makes profits, so I hope that students all over the world can 

receive the same level of learning. 

III 

Recently, the style of learning has changed because of developments of technology in the 

environment for educational purposes. Digital learning, which uses personal computers or 

tablets, rapidly spread around the world after the pandemic of Covid 19. According to the 

analysis by Mr. Means, online learning effects are almost ecorill with face-to-face learning. On 

the other hand, traditional learning that studies with textbook, notebook, and pencil is still 

adopted in a lot of schools. Mueller and Oppenheimer stated that students’ scores increase 

approximately 5 to 10 percent because of the handwriting note. These two ways of learning are 

totally different at roles and looks, but there are common points and issues for each one. In this 



essay, I would like to compare something that these have in common and different points, and 

consider the diversity of the learning in current society. 

 There are some similarities between digital and traditional learning. First, both of the 

ways share the basic purpose of getting knowledge and deeper understanding, and guidance by 

teachers and taking note are essential. Contrary to the research results I have already shown, 

there are also studies that show that there is no difference in learning outcomes between the two 

types of learning. Also, Frontiers magazine survey of environmental science classes also showed 

that there was no difference for students’ marks between online and in-person classes regardless 

of gender or grade. In this way, if both are designed and implemented correctly, the learning 

effect could be reached at the same level. 

 However, tools used and psychological effects associated with it have significant gaps. 

There are surveys reported that people had higher scores due to handwriting notes at the 

comprehension test than keyboard record. The reason is that people are more likely to type 

exactly what they listened to when they take notes with a keyboard. Therefore, the processes 

which organize and summarize are eliminated, so establishing memories or deep understanding 

might be weak. In addition, some students have an opinion such as “Compared to face-to-face 

classes, online classes using Zoom often involve only looking at the slides and hearing the 

professor’s words, making it harder to concentrate than in regular lectures.” It becomes difficult 

to concentrate as information is continuously transmitted in one direction through a screen. 

Conversely, in traditional classrooms, the key to promoting concentration is “Instant feedback” 

Immediate feedback enhances concentration and learning effectiveness. For example, a study 

involving nursing students showed a marked improvement in concentration after using a “two- 

stage instant feedback assessment model”. This model allows students to answer questions and 



then immediately review the correct answers and explanations. Face-to-face classes situations are 

similar to this model. 

 Digital and analog learning have common points in terms of purpose and outcomes, but 

there are obvious differences in memory methods, environment, and concentration and one is not 

absolutely superior to the other. Several empirical studies support the conclusion that while 

online learning alone can be effective, a blended approach which mixes both of these learning 

produces the best results.  
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Hiroto Kojima 

Deficiency of Japanese English Education 

 I 

 According to the EF English Proficiency Index, Japan’s ranking of English level among 

113 non-native speaker countries and areas is 87th out of them and 15th out of Asian countries.1 

This research was ranked by the system of English education and it evaluates students' English 

proficiency globally, and also the ranking has been declining in recent years, so that is obvious 

the decrease in the level of English in the young generation.  Moreover, only 10.7% of people 

have confidence in their English with the highest percentage in Tokyo at 20% .2 Based on these 

facts, Japanese people have a weakness in English. On the other hand, the education standard 

ranked as high-quality in terms of mathematical literacy, scientific literacy, and reading 

comprehension.3 Furthermore, the result improved before COVID-19 even though the students 

could not attend school. Therefore, Japan's education system is at the top level everywhere 

except for English. Recently,  globalization has been accelerated in the world, and Japan also has 

the power to compete with other countries such as innovation, business, and economics4.5 

However, the EF English Proficiency Index proved the education system of English is low level 

and it is associated with the lack of confidence to speak English. Hence, this essay will focus on 

two main causes of Japanese people having problems speaking English based on a lack of 

pronunciation training and speaking time in the Japanese English school education system. 

5 Asahi Shimbun Media Business Bureau, “Nippon, The Realities of Global Human Resources”, Asahi Shimbun, 
2019 

4 Asahi Shimbun Media Business Bureau, “Nippon, The Realities of Global Human Resources”, Asahi Shimbun, 
2019 

3 NHK, “ International Survey of Children's Achievement Japan rises in the rankings to the world's top level” , 
NHK, 2023 

2 Daichi Matsuoka, “Only 10% of Japanese confident in their English: Duolingo survey”, The Mainichi, 2024  
1 EF English Proficiency Index, “EF English Proficiency Index by Country 2024”, World Population Review, 2023  



 The cause is a shortage of practising English pronunciation. Basically, there is a big gap 

in language between English and Japanese. For example, there are five vowels in Japanese but 

English has fifteen vowels.6 By having three times as many, Japanese learners of English get 

confused, and many people can not catch the vowels correctly. Additionally, Japanese has letters 

which are called Katakana, and they have been used to replace foreign languages with Japanese7. 

Unfortunately, there is a serious problem even changing to Japanese, the vowels are still 

Japanese, and the Japanese believe that is English, so they can not communicate, which is called 

Katakana English. Katakana does not completely reproduce English pronunciation and sounds 

are Japanese localization, which can lead to the acquisition of incorrect pronunciation habits 

when learning English. Nevertheless, children do not learn this skill in school8. According to the 

International Phonetic Association, Machi Okamura said the teachers do not teach 

communicative English. In the English class, teachers speak and teach Katakana English, and 

they do not teach English vowels, so children do not know the proper English pronunciation. 

Over 60% of people who study English do not want to speak English because they do not have 

the confidence to pronounce it9. They feel that they are not comfortable with public speaking. 

Therefore, Japanese people do not learn how to pronounce English correctly, specifically vowels 

and it is related to lack of confidence to speak English and people do not speak well. 

The second cause is the lack of practice in speaking English. Statistically, the required 

time to speak English fluently is around 3000 hours10. This is established by the foreign service 

intuition, American intuition, and the definition of the necessary time to get general skill in terms 

10 QQ English, “eikaiwashutoku ni hitsuyo na jikan ha！？ gakushujikambetsu no kokateki na eigobenkyoho ha kore
！”, QQ English 2023 

9 Sao.K, “【hiho】6 wariijo ga hatsuon ni jishin ga naikara「eigo de hanashitakunai」tomotteiru.”, Cafetalk, 2022 
8 Machi Okamura, “『nihon kara naze hatsuonshido ga kietanoka』”, PRONTEST Inc, 2023 

7 Site-Master, “nihonjin ni totte eigo no hatsuon ga muzukashiku kanjiru noha katakanaeigo no sei nanja naino？”, 
I've tried online English conversation!, 2018 

6 Gabby, “nihonjin no eigohatsuon ga tsujinai noha naze？nihonjin ga nigate na eigon to hatsuonkaizenhoho wo 
kaisetsu”, Gabby, 2024 



of speaking and listening. However, from the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science 

and Technology survey in 2022, the speaking time in one lesson, was 65.9% in elementary 

school, 49.9% in junior high school and 48.2% in high school and the percentage of more than 

half of the teachers talking are in English was 49.9% in junior high school and 48.2% in high 

school.11 As a result, the speaking time allocated to one lesson was dropped at each grade year. 

The background is that a proportion of teachers have anxiety about managing English and do not 

work well, as about 56.8% and 78.7% of teachers feel difficult to teach to speak. Applied 

linguist, Tyugi Sen mentioned that in speaking, it is very important for teachers to be models and 

show children how to use English actively to stimulate their curiosity and interest and if teachers 

become models, they are going to be students’ aspirations 12.  However, the environment does not 

exist in Japan. Hence, children lack the opportunity to speak English and also almost all teachers 

do not have enough skills in English speaking classes, so children face big problems in having 

enough time to speak English. 

In conclusion, this essay stated two reasons why Japanese people have a weak point in 

speaking English in terms of the lack of practice in English vowels and speaking time in the 

English curriculum of Japanese schools. One cause is the shortage of practising vowels. In 

Japanese schools, teachers do not teach the English vowels even though there are a lot of reasons 

people get confused in English, and also teachers speak in Japanese English called Katakana 

English. Katakana replaced English with Japanese, but the sounds are still Japanese.   Therefore, 

people do not learn the correct English pronunciation. Therefore they do not want to speak 

English due lack of confidence in pronunciation. The second cause is that students lack time to 

speak English. They have to spend a lot of time speaking English, but the speaking time is 

12 Tyugi Sen, “nihon no koto゙motachi no supikinguryoku ka゙ yowai riyu”,     Kidsup, 2024 

11 Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, “reiwa 4nendo eigokyoiku jisshijokyo chosa”, 
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, 2022 



declining yearly, so they lack training in English. Additionally, the teachers have problems 

operating English speaking classes, so there are even more problems in Japanese led English 

classes. Therefore, people in Japan have a low level of English, especially in their speaking 

skills. I hope increasing time of practising time and speaking time becomes key to augmentation 

of the young generation’s English level.  

II  

 According to the World Populate Review, the percentage of Japanese literacy level is 

99%  and 28th out of 184 countries13. This means the quality of the Japanese education system is 

high and permeates the Japanese people. Literacy level is defined by how many of the population 

can read, write, and understand a letter14. It is calculated from people over fifteen years old, so it 

is a suitable indicator for assessing the education level. However, the regional sales and 

marketing director at Education First Japan, Norihiko Inoue said “Japanese are very good at 

English grammar and reading, but they are not good at English communication”.15 Japanese 

people have abundant grammar knowledge and vocabulary, but they are not good at speaking 

English and they avoid speaking English. This essay will demonstrate the advantages and 

disadvantages of the Japanese English education system in terms of visual education, 

examination culture and the independence of the Japanese and loss of motivation. 

 The advantage of the Japanese English education system is effective visual teaching and 

test culture. Firstly, the English education system is that teachers teach basic English grammar in 

Japanese, allowing students to grasp even advanced concepts with ease.16 Japanese and English 

grammar are different, so this way is effective for learning English, furthermore, there are few 

16 Syuhei Ogawa, “eigo kyoikuno rekishitekitenkai ni mirareru sonotokucho to chosho”, Morioka univercity, 2017 

15 Margolis Eric, “Japan Doesn’t Want to Become Another Casualty of English English skills bring status, but the 
public remains stubbornly bad at learning.”, FP, 2020 

14 Spaceship Erth Edition, “shikijiritsutoha？sekai・nihonno genjo to 2022nen rankingu, moji ga yomenai todonaru
？”, Spaceship Erth, 2023 

13 WORLD POPULATE REVIEW, “Literacy Rate by Country 2024”, WORLD POPULATION REVIEW, 2024 



opportunities for exposure to English in Japan, consequently that way has been evaluated. 

Moreover, this system makes it easy for English beginners to stay motivated.17 Learning English 

in Japanese reduces the psychological burden, offering a step by step approach suitable for 

beginners. Additionally, the Japanese testing culture fosters consistent improvement in English 

skills and keeps students engaged. However, some lose interest after achieving their goals for the 

test.18 Almost all students have to take exams, especially when they apply to universities, and 

then they need to learn all about the textbooks, which makes them consolidate learning. In 

addition, they learn huge vocabulary, grammar, and reading comprehension skills, and they can 

get skills in understanding English texts efficiently, which are enhanced through long reading 

comprehension questions and training in processing large numbers of English texts. Therefore, 

teaching English in Japanese and the emphasis on exams particularly help students develop 

strong reading skills. 

 The disadvantage of the Japanese English education system is that Japanese students rely 

heavily on Japanese when they use English and they lose motivation. While teaching English in 

Japanese helps beginners, it also creates a reliance on translation that hinders spoken 

communication, and that is not efficient for using English.19 The system is good for 

understanding English, but it makes speaking English challenging and unnatural. Moreover, they 

are required to achieve perfect translations during exams. As a result, they often construct 

sentences in Japanese first, striving for flawless accuracy, which hampers their fluency in 

speaking. For example, if they want to say “Import and export are essential for the industry.” 

they get confused without these words, and then they can not communicate smoothly. They also 

19 Kouiti Koyanagi, “【nihon no eigokyoiku】korega zetsubotekimondaiten to zettaiteki kaikakuan da！”, THE 
ENGLISH CLUB, 2024  

18 Megumi Okano, “gurobarujinzaikyoiku ni motomerareru eigokyoiku to daigakunyushimondai”, Taisyo University, 
2017 

17 Mayu Tsukawaki, “gurobaruka to nihonno eigokyoiku ─komyunikeshonshiko no kanten kara─”, Kyoto Woman’s 
University, 2014 



care about whether the sentence is perfect or not, and they do not have the confidence to speak 

English. Furthermore, some students think the goal of English education is passing an exam.20 

They can not keep motivated to improve their English skills. Thus, they have a habit of 

translating English, and it disturbs them to speak English and it is hard to motivate them to study 

English after the test. 

 In conclusion, this essay stated the advantages and disadvantages of Japanese English 

education. One advantage is that students can understand English concepts deeply because 

teachers instruct in Japanese and it is good for English beginners, furthermore, they can be 

motivated because of the examination culture. On the other hand, the drawback of English 

education in Japan is that they are independent of Japanese. They develop a habit of thinking in 

Japanese first, which disrupts their ability to use English naturally, especially in speaking. 

Besides, in exams, they are required to translate in Japanese perfectly and it makes them anxious 

because they care about building perfect English grammar. In my opinion, Japanese English 

education is effective which makes them deeply understand English grammar, but the students 

rely on it a lot, thus the Japanese education system should be well balanced. Nowadays, 

education is biased toward understanding English like learning grammar, so they should spend 

more time using English such as in English conversation. For example, setting up a one-hour 

conversation exercise. 

III 

 50.2% of Japanese English level is beginners 21. According to PROGOS, which is an 

English-speaking test using the AI system, and analysed 420,000 Japanese English levels. As a 

result, 50.2% of people are A2 level, which is beginner level, and intermediate level people are 

21 Ke Long, “jitsuyo reberu no eikaiwaryoku, nihonjin ha wazuka 7% minkanshirabe”, 2024,  

20 Nobu Takeda, “nihon no eigokyoiku no mondaiten 7tsu ｜motokyoshi ga kaigai no seikojirei mo kaisetsu”, 
Kyouiku Kuesto, 2025 



25%, and only 7% of people are fluent level. However, the education level is recognised as 

high-level, especially in math skills. The PISA score that evaluates math literacy is in 3rd place 

in the world22 and this means the Japanese math education level is one of the top levels in the 

world. Therefore, this issue is not the fault of the whole Japanese education system, this is only 

the Japanese English education system. This essay will state how they can progress in Japanese 

English skills in terms of the period of starting learning English and the completeness of 

pronunciation practice. 

 The first key is when they start learning English. For Japanese people, 2,200 hours are 

required to speak English fluently, so it is important when they start learning23. In Japan, they 

start studying English at 9 years old, but they have to start earlier. There is a beneficial example. 

According to the British Council, 94% of Dutch people can speak another language, and children 

start studying from 4 or 5 years old. In the Netherlands, almost all schools teach English, so it 

can be said that a large population of people start learning English from a young age24. For young 

students, they teach fun English through English games and songs. Because of this, they can 

become accustomed to English like watching English TV or films with subtitles and not using 

dubbing25. This is a good point to have fun in English from a young age, because of that they are 

not likely to be intimidated by English. They do not think they have to study because English is 

the main subject. Moreover, children, especially those under 5 years old, can distinguish English 

sounds at a time called the critical period26. At that time, children are sensitive to sounds, so they 

26 PASONA, “yoji ya kodomo no eigokyoiku ha hitsuyo？ meritto・demeritto to eigogakushuhoho wo kaisetsu”, 
2024 

25 Reisuke, “kokumin no 94% ga bairingaru！？naze oranda no eigoryoku ha hieigoken de toppunano？”, 2024 
24 David Hayes, “Factors influencing success in teaching English in state primary schools”, 2024 

23 TORAIZ, “shakaijin no eigoshutoku ni hitsuyo na jikan ha 1000jikan！ benkyojikan no kakuhohoho mo 
kaisetsu”, 2025 

22 WORLD POPULATION REVIEW, “PISA scores by country 2025”, 2025 



can distinguish more clearly even difficult sounds for Japanese, such as R and L sounds. 

Therefore, they must start studying English earlier. 

 The second key is practising pronunciation. When they have good pronunciation, they 

can listen to the words, and they can communicate in English27. Therefore, this training is 

essential for English studies. Nevertheless, they do not learn this in Japanese schools. About 80% 

of students answered that they never studied pronunciation because they focused on  

English grammar or words in Japanese schools 28, and this makes it hard to study English if they 

do not know the sounds, they struggle to remember the words and listen and this affects 

speaking. They do not understand what people say, and they can not communicate with them. 

Furthermore, they can have confidence in proper pronunciation29. They can understand each 

other, and they are motivated to talk more by improving their pronunciation. Hence, 

pronunciation is vital for studying English. Then, they should introduce the Fonix study. This 

method is used in English countries, and they can learn how to pronounce it. 84% of words can 

be adapted by this method30, and they can understand the proper sounds of English.  

 In conclusion, to improve English in Japanese, they need early learning and practice of 

pronunciation. Firstly,  it is said they need 2200 hours to speak English fluently, so it is valuable 

to start learning English from a young age. In the Netherlands, they start learning from 4-5 years 

old, and lots of students get familiar with English. Therefore, it is important to start studying 

from a young age in Japan as well. Secondly, they have to practice pronunciation. A certain 

percentage of Japanese people do not know how to pronounce words correctly. It has a crucial 

30 Hosokawa, “＜tsujiru eigo wo hanashitai kata he＞ katakanaeigo kara sotsugyo dekiru, 84 no ruru toha”, Digital 
Naregi, 2019 

29 Sankei online Eikaiwa plus, “eigo no hatsuonrenshu ni kansuru chishiki！ renshu subeki riyu ya hoho 
wokaisetsu”, 2024, 

28 Ota Kairi, “nihon no eigokakyoiku ni okeru onseishido no genjo ― shokieigokyoiku ni okeru onseikyoiku no 
donyu oyobi sono kyojuho no kakuritsu wo mezashite―”,  Date unknown 

27 Money Engkish, “【hatsuongakushu ha atomawashi？！】puroeigokochi ga kataru, hatsuongakushu no juyosei”, 
2023 



effect on studying English. For example, if they know how to pronounce, they can understand 

communication, and they can communicate as well. Moreover, having good pronunciation 

contributes to having confidence. In my opinion, when they start learning English earlier, they 

can improve more like the successful example in the Netherlands, and they can improve more by 

practising English pronunciation, and I hope Japanese people will progress their English skills. 
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Kai Ishikawa 

The issue of English education in Japan 

I 

 “In 2023, Japan dropped to 87th in the world in the survey of English ability.” according 

to the EF.1 Recently, the skill of English in Japan is going down compared to other countries. 

Even the neighboring country, South Korea, is 49th in the world.2 Looking around 80th to 90th 

countries like Myanmar and  Kyrgyzstan, most of them are not developed countries.3 Therefore, 

it is harder for everyone to study English than developed countries like Japan. According to 

CEFR which can distinguish 6 levels of English speaking skill, only 7 percent of Japanese people 

can speak English at a level of B2 or higher.4 Even though they start to learn English from 

elementary school through high school. They study it for about 12 years. In this essay I will 

discuss the reason for this issue by separating three main points: the education system, physical 

cultural problems, and psychological problems.  

 One of the biggest causes of this problem is how English is taught at school. According 

to the writer, KK Miller, most Japanese students are studying English for their test so they don’t 

learn it for themselves.5 When people enter high school or university, they usually take some 

exams such as math, science, Japanese, social study and English. Then, most English tests are 

multiple choice-test. Therefore, they don’t have to make sentences by themselves. In addition, 

the environment like teachers and textbooks are also not so good. At first, most teachers are not 

native speakers. According to the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and 

5 KK Miller, “What’s wrong with English education in Japan? Pull up a chair”, Japan Today, October 7, 2014 
 

4 Rare Job, “Survey of 660,000(*1) data on the actual English speaking ability of Japanese people”, Rare Job, June 
17, 2024 

3 HOKKAIDO UNIVERSITY, “87th in the world”, HOKKAIDO UNIVERSITY, February 21, 2024 
2 EF, “The world’s largest ranking of countries and regions by English skills”, EF, 2023 
1 EF, “The world’s largest ranking of countries and regions by English skills”, EF, 2023 

https://www.ef.com/wwen/epi/regions/asia/kyrgyzstan/


Technology, only 9.7 percent of English teachers are from other countries.6 Also, 48.7 percent of 

Japanese teachers have never experienced studying abroad.7 They focus on teaching grammar 

and vocabulary. The reason why they focus on grammar or vocabulary is usually, students don't 

take speaking tests at school. As I said before, the survey of English speaking skill in Japan is 

terrible. 30 percent of people are A2 HIGH level, and this level is the same as a beginner.8 

Moreover, grammar that is used in textbooks is very confusing, and most topics in reading are 

boring so it’s hard to read everything.  

 It is also related to Japanese physical and cultural problems. Look at the place of Japan, it 

is an island so there are less opportunities to speak English except for famous cities like Tokyo 

and Osaka.9 In famous cities, there are a lot of landmarks so it’s easy to attract foreigners. On the 

other hand, in the countryside, it’s really difficult to use other foreign languages as well as 

English. In addition, Japan has a history of not entering foreign countries for over 200 years, and 

traveling to foreign countries was permitted just 60 years ago.10 Therefore, there is no necessity 

to learn a second language. The other one is katakana pronunciation.11 When Japanese people 

learn English, they translate words in katakana because it’s very difficult to pronounce them for 

Japanese. For instance, “read” translated in katakana is “リード”. However, it also means “rido”. 

Therefore, katakana and English are totally different so it’s hard for foreign people to understand 

their English.  

11 Author unknown, “Katakanization: The Secret Rules of Converting English into Japanese”, TOFUGU, date 
unknown 

10 Japan Dev Team, “Do people speak English in Japan? Here's what you need to know”, Japan Dev, September 5, 
2023 

9 Japan Dev Team, “Do people speak English in Japan? Here's what you need to know”, Japan Dev, September 5, 
2023 

8 Rare Job, “Survey of 660,000(*1) data on the actual English speaking ability of Japanese people”, Rare Job, June 
17, 2024 

7 Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, “English Language Education Implementation 
Status Survey (High Schools)”, Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, 2016 

6 Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, “English Language Education Implementation 
Status Survey (High Schools)”, Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, 2016 



 Most Japanese people feel embarrassed about making a mistake when speaking English.12 

When people take an English exam, there is always a right and wrong answer, so they demand 

perfect answers. By nature, Japan has a culture where people are scared to make a mistake and to 

do new things. Therefore, they can not get a good confidence to speak English. Moreover, as I 

said before, they usually study English for their exam so they do not have enough motivation.13 

Those things pretend to improve other languages abilities, especially speaking skills. “Societal 

pressure to conform and succeed can also contribute to the psychological barriers faced by 

Japanese English learners,” said Himanshu Jain. It is not only English, but also students have a 

lot of pressure socially and academically such as entrance exams and creating high results. 

According to Bunkyo university, 70 percent of students have some daily stress and they have the 

most stress about studying.14  Himanshu Jain said, “This pressure may lead them to focus more 

on achieving high scores in written exams rather than on developing practical speaking skills.”15 

 In this essay, I discussed the cause of English education in Japan. To begin with, it has an 

issue for how to teach English and the material of it. The majority of people do not study English 

to improve their skill, and also material such as textbooks and grammar are very complicated. 

This problem is also related to the part of Japanese physical and psychological. First of all, Japan 

is an island and there is a difference of the variety of foreign people between city and countryside 

so most people do not have to learn a second language. Moreover, they have a culture of being 

perfectly by nature so they do not say their opinion up willingly. In my opinion, it is difficult for 

Japanese people to learn English but there are a lot of advantages to acquiring English. 

Nowadays, most people in the world can speak English and after COVID-19, more and more 

15 Himanshu Jain, “Why do Japanese Have Difficulty Speaking English”, EJable, June 12, 2024 
14 Yamagishi Sayaka, “Stress Situation of College Students”, Bunkyo University, March, 2009 
13  Himanshu Jain, “Why do Japanese Have Difficulty Speaking English”, EJable, June 12, 2024 

12 WIZWORDs, “Why Are Japanese People's English Proficiency Levels So Low? Uncovering Problems in 
Education and Culture”, Note, July 22, 2024 

https://www.ejable.com/author/himanshu-jain-2/
https://www.ejable.com/author/himanshu-jain-2/


Foreign tourists are coming to Japan. However, it is true that Japanese English education is bad. 

Therefore, the government should change this education system as soon as possible. 

II 

 “It’s not that Japan’s English ability is declining, but rather that Japan is not keeping pace 

with the progress made in other countries.”16 said the Japanese legal person of EF. Nowadays, the 

English ability of Japan refuses to stop decreasing, and there were three main causes that I 

discussed in the last essay: the education system, physical and cultural problems and 

psychological issues. In 2024, EF uploaded the ranking of English skill by each country and 

Japan dropped from 87th in 2023 to 92th again.17 Even though Japan fell lower and lower, People 

aged 18-25 of English ability are significantly lower than those aged more than 26.18 Obviously, 

it means Japan has a massive issue with education policy. In this essay to understand, I will 

discuss three countries: Hong Kong (China), South Korea, and Vietnam in terms of English level 

and education policy. 

 One Asian Country that has good English skill is Hong Kong. Initially, Hong Kong is 

32nd worldwide, according to EF.19 The country was a colony of the U.K. by nature until 1997 so 

they have a culture to learn a second language especially English.20 Since the country developed, 

the government made a policy which is called, “the biliterate trilingual policy”, and students are 

taught about two written languages of Modern Standard Chinese and English, and three spoken 

languages of Cantonese, Mandarin and English.21 Moreover, they usually start to learn English 

21 Poon Anita, “Language policy of Hong Kong: Its impact on language education and language use in 
post-handover Hong Kong”, ResearchGate, January, 2004 

20 Carrigan Liam, “What Japan Can Learn From Hong Kong”, GaijinPot Blog, July 27, 2014 
19 EF, “The world’s largest ranking of countries and regions by English skills”, EF, 2024 

18 Rogers Krista, “Japan reaches its lowest-ever ranking on Education First’s 2024 English Proficiency Index”, Japan 
Today, November 19, 2024 

17 EF, “The world’s largest ranking of countries and regions by English skills”, EF, 2024 

16 Rogers Krista, “Japan reaches its lowest-ever ranking on Education First’s 2024 English Proficiency Index”, Japan 
Today, November 19, 2024 



from kindergarten to university. Meanwhile, it is started mostly from grade 5 to high school in 

Japan so this means Hong Kong is pretty early for studying a new language.22 Actually, some 

experts agree that there is a crucial period of learning languages.23 According to Erin E. Hannon 

who is a Doctor of Experimental Psychology, “The younger you are when you acquire a second 

language, the less it will interfere with your native language.”24. Therefore, Hong Kong has taken 

this idea in their language policy.  

 South Korea has  similar conditions with Japan for example,  grammar is totally different 

compared to English and they also have their own first language, but even in that kind of 

situation, South Korea ranked 50th in 2024.25 There are some clear differences between South 

Korea and Japan. Initially, students are taught English from grade 3 and they can choose if they 

take English class or not.26 However, most of them know that English is an important thing in 

their future job. Consequently, most people also take English in high school. In general, Japanese 

people prefer to learn English in a small class because they are afraid to make mistakes. On the 

other hand, large classes are typical in Korea and everyone insists on their opinions freely.27 

According to the survey by the Korea Research Institute for Vocational Education and Training, 

the average time of Korean students study English per week was around 3.94 hours.28 This result 

means that South Korea cares about people's English  skill extremely.  A job search website 

28 British Council, “South Korean college students spend more time studying English than they do studying for their 
majors, a state-run research body said Sunday”, British Council, March 31, 2014 

27 Shin Yoonjae, “EF 2024 English Language Proficiency Index No. 1 in the Netherlands for 6 consecutive years. 
Singapore on Asia Line 50th in Korea and 91st in China”, Maeil Business Newspaper, November 18, 2024 

26 Shin Yoonjae, “EF 2024 English Language Proficiency Index No. 1 in the Netherlands for 6 consecutive years. 
Singapore on Asia Line 50th in Korea and 91st in China”, Maeil Business Newspaper, November 18, 2024 

25 EF, “The world’s largest ranking of countries and regions by English skills”, EF, 2024 

24 Regalia Liz, “What’s the best age to learn a new language? What experts want parents to know”, Care., October 
16, 2023 

23 Regalia Liz, “What’s the best age to learn a new language? What experts want parents to know”, Care., October 
16, 2023 

22 Carrigan Liam, “What Japan Can Learn From Hong Kong”, GaijinPot Blog, July 27, 2014 



called “Saramin” shows a survey about how many local companies care about applicants' 

English level, and the result was 69.3%.29 

 The third country, Vietnam, is the closest country to Japan in the ranking of English skill 

by EF which was 63th of 116 countries in 2024.30 This country has a bit of a different learning 

language policy compared to Japan. As usual, they start to study English from elementary school 

to high school, besides there are many experts in English who have a qualification.31 In addition, 

people often include a cultural part of western Europe as they learn English.32 By learning this, 

people can understand what European business or customs are like easily, and also it is related to 

the relationship between Vietnam and other countries in world politics. As for business, Luong 

Tu Anh who is CEO of Mat Bao BPO,  a leading business process outsourcing company said 

most companies demand applicants to have English ability more than B2 level.33 The survey 

which was caught out by Navigos Group illustrated that 60 percent of job offers demand English 

skills. Furthermore, it could mean that people who have a high level of English can get more 

salary than people else.34  

 In this essay, I discussed how different the other countries’ English level is with Japan. 

First of all, Hong Kong was a colony of the U.K, so they have a culture to study English by 

nature.  Moreover, they have  a policy, called “the biliterate trilingual policy” that means learn 

three languages: English, Mandarin and Cantonies. South Korea's language has a similar 

structure to Japanese so the level of getting English skills is almost the same. However, Korean 

people are not often afraid of making mistakes so they always share their opinions. South Korea 

34 Uyen Nguyen, “Decline of English Center Giant Spells Opportunity for FDI”, Vietnam Briefing, June 28, 2023 
33 Uyen Nguyen, “Decline of English Center Giant Spells Opportunity for FDI”, Vietnam Briefing, June 28, 2023 
32 Away, “English proficiency and the English education in Vietnam”, Away, November 17, 2024 
31 Away, “English proficiency and the English education in Vietnam”, Away, November 17, 2024 
30 EF, “The world’s largest ranking of countries and regions by English skills”, EF, 2024 

29 British Council,  “South Korean college students spend more time studying English than they do studying for their 
majors, a state-run research body said Sunday”, British Council, March 31, 2014 



and Vietnam have one thing which most job offers care about applicants’ English abilities. 

Elsewhere, Vietnamese people also learn western European culture while studying English 

because these things are getting connected to the future business and world relationships. In this 

way, even people who have a completely different first language can learn English and those 

three countries are learning English by using their own way and their countries' policies. 

Therefore, Japanese people also can raise their ability by acting in a successful way. 

III 

 “In 2023, for the first time, over half of junior high school students achieved Grade 3 in 

the Eiken test, the standard for English proficiency certification in Japan, and a similar 

proportion of high schoolers obtained Grade Pre-2”, said the Japan Times.35 I have discussed 

some problems with Japanese English education and the circumstances of other Asian countries. 

In 2020, the Japanese government proposed that students start introductory English classes 

starting from 3rd grade, and from 5th grade, they must take an English class.36 Japan hosted a 

major event, the Tokyo Olympics. However, Japan ranks 92nd in English proficiency in the 

world according to EF.37 This means even though the government made a new system of 

teaching English, the percentage of Japanese English skill continues to decline. In this essay to 

understand, I will suggest some solutions from three different perspectives which are physical, 

psychological and indirect.  

 For the physical solution, the most important thing for improvement is speaking skill. 

According to the PROGRIT Corporation, people who can speak English well tend to spend more 

time shadowing. The percentage of time spent on shadowing increased from 24% at the A1 level 

37 EF, “The world’s largest ranking of countries and regions by English skills”, EF, 2024 
36 KK Miller, “What’s wrong with English education in Japan? Pull up a chair”, Japan Today, October 7, 2024 
35 Yuko Tamura, “Japan’s English-language education doesn’t pass the test”, the japan times, February 17, 2025 



to 30% at the B2 level.38 Currently, English education is focusing on memorizing new 

vocabularies, reading and writing to get a high score for an exam or obtaining qualifications. 

Also, most Japanese schools do not have enough time to practice speaking during a class. In 

2018, Oricon Inc. did a survey about how many Japanese people can speak English, and The 

results showed that about 53% of respondents said they knew some basic words and phrases. On 

the other hand, only 14.7% of people can speak English fluently or can make a regular 

conversation.39 Consequently, many people can understand a little of what foreigners say, but 

they are not able to say something in their own words. Through this current situation, By 

conversing with others in English, people can learn a lot of useful words like slang that people 

can not get from a textbook, and also people tend to be afraid of making mistakes, especially 

Japanese people.40  Therefore,  this also helps to strengthen your personality. 

 It is also important to improve the psychological part for studying a new language. As for 

learning a new language, the important thing is not to be afraid of making mistakes and not to 

give up studying.41 Japanese people tend to avoid making mistakes and hesitate to speak English 

because they do not have enough confidence.42 Japanese students in particular often fear 

speaking English in front of classmates. In contrast, there is evidence that having confidence is 

an essential thing to speak English. According to Erica Derrickson who is a teacher of eikaiwa 

(English conversation school), “I showed them that there is usually not just one right answer, but 

42 WIZWORDs, “Why Are Japanese People's English Proficiency Levels So Low? Uncovering Problems in 
Education and Culture”, Note, July 22, 2024 

41 James (Jim) H, “Lost in Translation: Why Japan’s English Proficiency Struggles Despite Big Spending”, Linked 
in, November 23, 2024 

40 Richa, “The Power of Conversation: How Regular English Speaking Practice Can Boost Fluency”, ENGVARTA, 
February 14, 2024 

39 Diana Ploscaru, “How Many People in Japan Speak English?”, History of English, March 16, 2025 

38 Ryokachi, “An in-depth look at the differences between those who improved their English and those who did not.  
What does the data tell us about the differences in English learning methods?”, Ultra Editorial Office, June 18, 2024 



instead innumerable ways to effectively express oneself in English”.43 She tried to teach students 

by thinking “Can this person understand me?”, not “Is it right or not?”. Consequently, their 

English improved immediately. One student who barely could use only a few words became a 

frequent speaker. In addition, even if people study more and more, there is only a big relevance 

to get confidence for English, said JALT which is the Japanese association for language 

teaching.44 Therefore, this solution is connected with the first solution too. 

 Improving English skills in Japan is imperfect only for school education. Realistically, 

materials in Japanese schools are hard to say good things about. WinBe, which is one of the 

eikaiwa classrooms in Japan, showed that only 10% of English teachers in Japan have studied 

abroad.45 Even if a school has some ALT (Assistant Language Teacher), they are not effectively 

utilized. On the other hand, there are a lot of ways to learn English outside school. YouTube is 

one method, especially for the younger generation.46 A popular virtual YouTuber, Ellen-sensei 

teaches English such as teaching how to pronounce difficult words. Approximately 78.2 million 

people in Japan use YouTube in their daily life so it helps to access and watch some movies, and 

lessons in English. 47 Moreover, “English-only” bars and social meetups can provide some 

opportunities for adults to practice conversation in daily life. The government tries to improve 

the system of English education but it is not easy to change immediately. Therefore, combining 

the traditional way with  some modern methods like YouTube and TikTok can help people 

become more confident English speakers. 

47 Statista, “Leading countries based on YouTube audience size as of February 2025”, Statista, 2025 

46 James (Jim) H, “Lost in Translation: Why Japan’s English Proficiency Struggles Despite Big Spending”, Linked 
in, November 23, 2024 

45 WinBe, “What are the problems with English education in Japan? Comparison with other countries and ways to 
overcome the issues!”, WinBe, June 26, 2023 

44 JALT, “Why do Japanese learners of English lack confidence?”, JALT, March 2013 

43 OnTESOL, “Why ESL Students in Japan Struggle to Speak English (And How to Help Them!)”, OnTESOL, 
April 19, 2023 



 In conclusion, I discussed three main solutions of Japanese English education. For 

instance, adding more speaking practice for English learning, studying in a way that builds 

self-confidence and using social media as a learning aid. As I mentioned before, to change the 

system of education right away is difficult. Even though the school developed a new curriculum 

successfully, the results will only become visible after many years. In my opinion, many experts 

suggest some solutions for the Japanese school system, but initially people have to increase their 

motivation to study English. Therefore, I think it is important to recommend a way that fits the 

current era like a key to improving English proficiency in Japan. 
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Kanato Niwa 

Comparing The UK and Japan with Focusing on Immigration  

I 

 Gary Younge, an award-winning author, broadcaster, and a professor of sociology at the 

University of Manchester in England, and who has Barbadian parents1 said “As migrants we 

leave home in search of a future, but we lose the past”. 2 As can be observed, migrating is a 

painful decision for people who do it because of various obstacles.3 To begin with, immigration 

means the act of someone coming to live in a different country,4 and the world, the number of 

people who migrate to another country is increasing, in 2020, which equates to 3.6 percent of the 

world population.5 The one popular choice for migration can be the United Kingdom, which is 

ranked 5th in the world for the number of immigrants in 2020, and Japan is 24th. The numbers 

are 9.4 million, 13.79% of the population in the United Kingdom, against 2.8 million, 2.19% of 

the population in Japan.6 Therefore, this essay aims to shed light on similarities and differences 

between the United Kingdom and Japan and look up the reasons for deciding the country to 

immigrate to find what makes the gap in the number of immigrants between them.  

 There are some similar aspects to each other such as GDP, landscape, military, and 

history. Firstly, the GDP of Japan is $4.07 trillion and situated 4th in the world, the United 

Kingdom is $3.59 trillion which is equivalent to 6th, the gap between them is only $480 billion 

(as of 4 November 2024), so it is fair to say the GDP is one of the similarities.7 When it comes to 

landscape, people are required to go beyond the sea if they enter both countries from the 

7 Forbes “The top 10 largest economies in the world in 2024” Forbes, 4 November, 2024 
6 World Population Review “Immigration by Country 2024” World Population Review, 2024 
5 IOM, “World Migration Report 2024” International Organisation for Migration, 2024  

4 Cambridge University Press & Assessment, “IMMIGRATION”  Cambridge University Press & Assessment, date 
unknown 

3 Tormey Lauran “The UK immigration system needs to stop hurting people” Medium, 23 October, 2020 
2 The Guardian “Immigration Special, Family” The Guardian, 24 March, 2015 
1 Younge Gary “About Gary Younge” Gary Younge, date unknown 



continent.8 This makes a similarity to the Navy, which seaside countries tend to get stronger, in 

fact, they are ranked within the top 10 in the world in 2024.9 Moreover, both countries had 

long-lasting monarchies. Also, both societies have their languages, which are definitely 

influenced by the nearby countries. Japanese includes Chinese aspects, and English has some 

roots in French.10  

 In contrast, they also have dissimilarities including language, religion, and racial 

diversity. Looking at their languages, the countries whose people speak English as their first 

language are ubiquitous, for example, the United States, Australia, and South Africa, literally all 

over the world.11 The number of English speakers is 1,456 million, and this is equivalent to 

approximately 12 times more than the number of Japanese speakers.12 In addition, religions differ 

perfectly from each other. In each country's long history, religions have changed differently. In 

the United Kingdom, half of the population is Christian, and after that is the order of no religion, 

Muslim, Hindu, and others.13 On the other hand, in Japan, 48.6 % of Japanese adhere to 

Shintoism, and Buddhism has mostly the same percentage. There are a mere 1.1 % of people 

who believe in Christianity.14 Additionally, in terms of racial diversity in 2023, the United 

Kingdom is a higher diverse country than Japan due to its 39.9 % racial diversity rate; even if it 

does not look so much as it places 82nd in the world. However, the Japanese racial diversity 

level is quite low, Japan has only 1.9 % of it, which is one of the least diverse countries in the 

world.15  

15 Wisevoter, “Most Racially Diverse Countries” Wisevoter, 2023 
14 O’Neil Aaron, “Religious affiliation in Japan 2021” Statista, 30 August, 2024 
13 Joyce Patrick, Spencer M Ulric “Religion of the United Kingdom” Britannica, 8 November, 2024 
12 Berlitz “The most spoken languages in the world in 2024” Berlitz, 26 July, 2024 
11 Lingoda “What are the main English speaking countries?” Lingoda, 2024 

10 Totman Conrad “The British Isles and Japanese Archipelago: A Comparison of Environmental Basics” Japan 
Society, 2024 

9 WDMMW “Global Naval Powers Ranking (2024)” World Directory of Modern Military Warships, 2024 
8 Google “Google Maps” Google 2024 



 Immigrants absolutely choose countries to migrate to based on several factors, which 

means they do not have a choice where to live randomly, however, there is no correct way to 

make a decision on which countries to move to. For instance, some immigrants are concerned 

about the cost and quality of living, safety, education, and economic stability of the country, 

while others might consider work opportunities, the country’s condition to migrate, or the 

satisfaction of the citizens.16 The passport legacy, the globally trusted residence, and citizenship 

by investment firms recognised for delivering bespoke, high-value immigration investment 

solutions, said the top three easiest countries to migrate to are 1st Canada, 2nd Australia, and 3rd 

Germany as in 2024.17  

 To conclude, similarities and differences exist between the United Kingdom and Japan. 

Also, they are sometimes linked to the reasons for a decision to immigrate to the country. In fact, 

there are multiple similarities between them but the number of immigrants is different. Above 

all, I think the difference in language is a strong cause of what makes immigrants come to the 

United Kingdom, so when it focuses on the passport legacy’s statement, a couple of countries in 

the top three are using English as their first language.18 If the country that immigrants move to is 

the country that has English as their first language, they can immigrate there to study English 

because English is useful and good for education. Moreover, the GDP is parallel to each other, so 

the immigrants may not think about that if they are confused about which country to move to, the 

United Kingdom or Japan. Therefore, I learned that language has a big impact on the 

dissimilarity in the number of immigrants.  

II 

18 Lingoda “What are the main English speaking countries?” 

17 Passport Legacy, “The 10 Easiest Countries To Immigrate As An Expat In 2024” Passport Legacy,  22 March 
2024 

16 Kalmuk Alevtina, “How to choose the best country for immigration” Immigrant Invest, 14 August, 2024 



 The earth keeps moving 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. Similarly, humans are constantly 

moving around the world. The way of life to move to different countries from the country the 

people were born in and settle there is becoming a more common decision. In 2020, the number 

of people who migrated to another country was 281 million, equating to more than 3 out of 100 

people being immigrants.19 Immigration can work because some countries accept migration from 

other religions. For example, the United States, Germany, Saudi Arabia, and the United Kingdom 

are popular countries to decide on as the countries immigrants move to. On the date of the 

migration, some high GDP rate countries such as Japan and China were not in the top 10 

countries.20 In the GDP ranking, Japan is in 4th place and 2nd place in China. The United States, 

Germany, and the United Kingdom are also standing in the high place and those countries accept 

a large number of immigrants.21 The one possible reason for the gap in the number of immigrants 

is that there are advantages and disadvantages to accepting immigration. To prove it, the UK 

government stated “ended free movement and taken back control of our borders” in the 

document that explains the benefits of Brexit,22 Brexit refers to the decision of the United 

Kingdom to leave the European Union.23 That means the United Kingdom had a problem with 

the free movement of immigrants from other EU countries.24 Therefore, the main argument 

presented in this essay is to consider what benefits and drawbacks lie in accepting immigrants to 

perceive why the gap in the number of immigrants exists.  

 One significant advantage of accepting immigration is that immigrants fuel the economy. 

When they become the labour force they increase the economy’s productive capacity and raise 

the GDP, as a result, although their incomes rise as well, natives can also benefit from it. The 

24 HM Government, “The Benefits of Brexit” 
23 Government of the Netherlands, “What is Brexit?” Government of the Netherlands, date unknown 
22 HM Government, “The Benefits of Brexit” HM Government, January 2022 
21 Forbes India, “The top 10 largest economies in the world in 2025” Forbes India, 10 January, 2025  
20 MPI, “Top 25 Destinations of International Migrants” Migration Policy Institute, 2020 
19 IOM UK Migration, “World Migration Report 2024” International Organization for Migration, 2024 



phenomenon is called “immigration surplus,” and it shares additional GDP accrues to natives.25 

In an essay by Pia Orrenius, vice president and senior economist of the Federal Reserve Bank of 

Dallas, he stated, “If we assume that an additional immigrant does not increase spending on 

public goods, which is a reasonable assumption, a new immigrant represents a positive fiscal 

contribution with a net present value of $259,000.” It is fair to say that the benefit from 

immigrants is enormous.26 Immigrants are classified into two types, one is high-skilled and the 

other is low-skilled, and both migrations can bring advantages in different ways. High-skilled 

migrants have diverse talent expertise, while low-skilled immigrants can fill job vacancies in 

unpopular occupations. For example, low-skilled immigrants provide housekeeping and 

childcare services, and it allows female natives to return to their work or be able to work 

longer.27 Silicon Valley has a GDP of $840 billion in the United States and if this region were a 

country, it would be the 18th largest country in the world.28 Such a large-scale region has more 

than 45 percent of immigrants in Silicon Valley’s total labour force.29 It can be reasonably argued 

that immigrants have significantly contributed to Silicon Valley’s economic success. As evidence 

of that, Sergey Brin, one of the co-founders of Google, was born in Russia and he moved to the 

United States when he was 6 years old as an immigrant.30 Google has become one of the world’s 

largest tech companies, and it plays a key role in supporting the economy of Silicon Valley.31 

 On the other hand, it is important to acknowledge that accepting immigration also has 

disadvantages. According to Migration Watch UK, an independent and non-political think tank 

31 Forbes, “Google” Forbes, 10 January 2025 
30 Forbes, “Sergey Brin” Forbes, 11 January 2025 

29 International Immigration Forum, “Building the Skills of the Immigrant Workforce in Silicon Valley: Learnings 
from the Boston, Salt Lake City, and Seattle Regions” International Immigration Forum, 20 March, 2017 

28 Shah Vikas, “The Reality of Silicon Valley” Thought Economics, 19 October, 2023 

27 Jaumotte Florence, Koloskova Ksenia, Saxena Sweta, “Migrants Bring Economic Benefits for Advanced 
Economies” IMF, 24 October, 2016 

26 Orrenius Pia, “Too Many Immigrants? No, We Need More” George W. Bush Institute, Winter 2018 
25 Orrenius Pia, “Benefits of Immigration Outweigh the Costs” George W. Bush Institute, Spring 2016 



whose President is Lord Green of Deddington, a former Ambassador to Saudi Arabia, the current 

increasing number of immigrants helps to make the present cost of living crisis in the UK worse, 

by raising the cost of rent and buying houses.32 The Ministry of Housing, Communities and 

Local Government of the United Kingdom stated “…the increase in the non-UK born population 

in England is expected to have led to a 21% increase in house prices, all else being equal.”33 

Indeed, the rapid population increase in the UK has helped the mounting housing crisis in the 

United Kingdom, and polls show that the public knows it.34 In the public attitudes towards 

immigration in Great Britain, 2023, which by The Migration Observatory informs debates on 

international migration and public policy, 52% of British people think the number of immigrants 

coming to the UK nowadays should be reduced.35 In addition, Immigration can put higher 

pressure on public services such as schools, hospitals, roads, and public transportation. Migration 

trends are to be populated in particular areas. For example, part of Scotland suffers from 

population decline, however, most immigrants settle in overcrowded areas ironically such as 

London, where other immigrants have already settled. Subsequently, local people can feel a 

deterioration in public services due to the growing population faster than the number of 

amenities including schools.36  

 To conclude, accepting immigration has different aspects for destination countries. On the 

one hand, allowing immigrants can provide benefits for the countries. For instance, they can 

improve the country's technology level, GDP, and talent. Low-skilled immigrants and 

36 Pettinger Tejvan, “Pros and cons of Immigration” Economics Help, 14 May, 2022 

35 Richards Lindsay, Fernández-Reino Mariña, Blinder Scott, “UK Public Opinion toward Immigration: Overall 
Attitudes and Level of Concern” The Migration Observatory informs debates on international migration and public 
policy, 28 September, 2023 

34 Migration Watch UK, “How Mass, Uncontrolled Immigration Threatens Your Quality Of Life” 

33 MHCLG, “Analysis of the determinants of house price changes” Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 
Government, 13 April 2018 

32 Migration Watch UK, “How Mass, Uncontrolled Immigration Threatens Your Quality Of Life” Migration Watch 
UK, 5 April, 2022 



high-skilled immigrants can fit into the country in different ways, and they all can yield 

advantages to the destination. On the other hand, migration can be a cause of rising costs of 

living, specifically, house prices. A part of the factors of overcrowding in the city of the country 

is caused by immigration, which can affect the collapse of public services of the city namely 

schools and transportation. From these aspects, I think that vast territories, such as Russia, the 

United States, and Canada are often more suitable for hosting migration.37 If the public services 

are developed, the countries are more suitable. However, there are contradictions, such as China, 

and the United Kingdom. My thoughts for the reasons based on the merits and demerits are the 

original population in China is excessive,38 and in terms of the United Kingdom, this country 

attempted to accept immigration, but it was not suited to accommodate immigrants due to the 

overcrowded cities namely London. Therefore the majority of citizens believe the number of 

immigrants is overwhelming. I learned countries have different ideas and that immigration can 

bring both benefits and challenges to destination countries. 

III 

 The World Migration Report (IOM) revealed “World Migration Report 2024” which 

examined various ranges of data about resettlement. According to this publication, the number of 

international immigrants has increased in all UN regions. Additionally, as of 2020, migrants 

accounted for 3.6 % of the global population, highlighting the fact that a significant number of 

people have left their home countries.39 There are various aspects of migration, which include its 

importance and the issues it raises. For instance, immigrants help the host countries to fill their 

job vacancies and skill gaps, however, accepting migration might cause the resettlement nations 

39 Mcauliffe, M. and L.A. Oucho (EDS.), “World Migration Report 2024” International Organization for Migration 
(IOM), Geneve, 2024 

38 Worldometer, “Countries in the world by population (2025)” Worldometer, 2025  
37 Worldometer, “Largest Countries in the World (by area)” Worldometer, date unknown 



to get sucked into putting pressure on public services by increasing population.40 In previous 

theses, I have discussed immigration, comparing Japan with other countries that have a 

significant number of settlers, especially the United Kingdom. The biggest dissimilarity between 

Japan and the UK is language. English speakers account for a much larger proportion of the 

world population than Japanese speakers.41 Despite this, similarities can be found between Japan 

and the high-immigration countries notably the GDP rate, Japan ranks fourth in the world, while 

the UK ranks 6th.42 I believe Japan can learn from those countries’ experiences to find the most 

effective approach to migrants. Therefore, the following discussion focuses on awareness from 

their journey with migrants to decide how Japan can cope with immigrants whether by accepting 

them or by refraining from doing so. 

 The benefits of immigration are explained by the World Migration Report (IOM), which 

observed that there are three advantages of international relocation that transform economies and 

societies around the world, helping to assist economic boost, contribution through remittances, 

and demographic rejuvenation. In terms of economic boost, resettlement has played a key role in 

driving economic growth in the host countries.43 Japan lost its position as the world’s 

third-largest economic country in 2023 to Germany. This is because the Japanese economy has 

slipped into recession. According to an article about Japan published on 15 February 2024 by 

The Guardian, Japan is in a recession typically defined as two consecutive quarters of 

contraction.44 Immigration can support Japan’s economy in developing and mitigating the 

consequences of the economic slump. Regarding contribution through remittances, this aids 

44 McCurry, J., “Japan loses crown as world’s third-largest economy after it slips into recession” The Guardian, 15 
February, 2024 

43 International Organization for Migration (IOM), “The 3 Benefits of International Migration that Transform 
Economies and Societies around the World” IOM Latin America and the Caribbean, date unknown 

42 World Bank Group, “Gross domestic product 2023” World Bank Group, 2023 

41 Sweet, R., Sosebee, S., and V.V. Campbell, “Languages by Countries” Supreme Court of Nevada Administrative 
Office of the Courts, date unknown 

40 Embrace NI, “The pros and cons of migration” Embrace NI, date unknown 



mostly migration’s home country, and concerning demographic rejuvenation, the result of this 

empowers the host countries, which means Japan can get the contribution.45 The Japanese 

population has been decreasing since 2008. Japan is also described as a country with an aging 

population. One huge ramification of labour shortage has already begun and caused a number of 

enterprises to close by lacking employees.46 The arrival of young settlers deals with the problem 

it presents by filling the vacancies in the labour force, contributing to Japan to stop the aging 

population and revitalising the society.47 

 On the other hand, accommodating immigration also has detrimental aspects, which 

include straining public infrastructure due to the increasing population and leading to a 

confrontation between local people and newcomers.48 Japan has approximately 144 million 

people in the country, and the capital of Japan area which is the greater Tokyo metropolitan 

district has 25% of the population, equating to over 36 million residents.49 That means Japan has 

already been facing issues caused by overpopulation and high density in Tokyo. This is 

evidenced by the overcrowding of public transportation, Tokyo’s primary train station which is 

Shinjuku station is passed through by some 3.53 million people every day, a figure that reaches 

the population in Yokohama, the city which has the 6th biggest transport hub.5051 Migration 

trends are to be populated in particular areas, the case in the UK proves this as migrants are 

attracted to live in the south and London where other immigrants have already settled down.52 

52 Pettinger, T., “Pros and cons of Immigration” 

51 Nippon.com, “Shinjuku Station is Enormous! Daily Passengers Equivalent to Population of Yokohama” 
Nippon.com, 31 August, 2018 

50 Chowdhury, R., “Density as urban affect: the enchantment of Tokyo’s crowds” Urban Geography, 23 November, 
2020 

49 World Population Review, “Tokyo Population 2025” World Population Review, 2025 
48 Pettinger, T., “Pros and cons of Immigration” Economics Help, 14 May, 2022 

47 International Organization for Migration (IOM), “The 3 Benefits of International Migration that Transform 
Economies and Societies around the World” 

46 Urata Sujiro “Combating depopulation in Japan” East Asia Forum, 05 March, 2024 

45 International Organization for Migration (IOM), “The 3 Benefits of International Migration that Transform 
Economies and Societies around the World” 



That might cause a growing population in the greater zone of Tokyo and trigger more 

overcrowding in such societal infrastructure.53 Furthermore, roughly 99% of native Japanese 

speakers live in Japan, highlighting that almost all foreign nationals have language barriers.54 

Also, people who live in Japan are probably Japanese because there are only 3.4 million 

immigrants in the country, which is equivalent to 2.7% of the total population.55 Following 

Economics Help.org resources for those looking to understand the UK and global economy, the 

communities where the rate of migration is quite low tend to dislike newcomers. It can be 

observed that Japan has low immigration rates and an isolated language, so Japan is not the best 

option for foreign nationals to settle down from these points.56 

 Japan should consider the following actions to accept more migration: reinforcing 

educational reform and support for Japanese children and arrivals, making Japan’s rural areas 

more accessible for settlers, and reforming the working environments. In terms of education, 

Japan needs to provide a changing mindset for normalising diversity. Doing so for new 

generations is vital to constructing the next chapter of Japan. Meanwhile, it is important for 

Japan to deliver language support and some similar measures. Secondly, the development of the 

accessibility of pastoral zones is required to prevent migrants from congregating in urban 

regions, which assists in maintaining the public infrastructures in Japan that are available for 

every local person. Specifically, the government ought to set up job opportunities, stores, houses, 

and general services throughout the towns. In addition, improvement in working conditions 

connects more welcoming immigrants to the corporations. They can provide language support, 

and diversity not to let them feel isolated.57 

57 Pettinger, T., “Pros and cons of Immigration” 
56 Pettinger, T., “Pros and cons of Immigration” 
55 Statista Research Department, “Migration in Japan - statistics & facts” Statista, 30 September, 2024 
54 Wittgenstein, L., “Japanese Language” World Mapper, 2005 
53 Chowdhury, R., “Density as urban affect: the enchantment of Tokyo’s crowds” 



 To summarise, accepting immigration benefits a large range of effects to the country, and 

Japan is also able to obtain the developments. However, several risks exist in doing so starting 

from putting pressure on public assistance. Additionally, Japan is already facing challenges 

because of its huge population and density in the capital, therefore, an increasing number of 

settlers should promote the issues. Thus, Japan’s government needs to find solutions to that. The 

key solutions are reforming education, urbanisation in the countryside, and improving 

occupational environments. They are in order to provide favourable conditions to migrants with 

shifted mindsets and set up life spaces. The conclusion of this essay is that Japan ought to deliver 

services for newcomers and foster accepting more of them to gain various benefits. 
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Kanna Taniguchi 

Changes of Distribution Channels 

I 

When you travel, how do you make your plans, get your accommodation, and 

transportation ticket? Some people are booking online because using the internet in the 2000s 

became popular all around the world.1 Therefore, businesses for travel agents and travel 

operators' jobs experience a drastic decline. For this reason, travel agents and travel operators 

make their own online site, so they spread the travel booking online. Lately people can book with 

their own smartphones and laptops, but before the internet was available they had to go to shops 

of travel agents and travel operators. This is called distribution channels which means direct to 

the customer, through an intermediary company. In this essay, I will list similarities and 

differences between the past and now distribution channels systems to consider which travel is 

better. 

Firstly, I will explain about the past of distribution channels. The typical steps are 

transport principals, accommodation providers and other suppliers next is travel operators, travel 

agents and customers. These systems were characterised by the time-consuming nature of the 

process due to the many agencies involved. Also limited opening hours meant that visits had to 

be planned, so customers could not book quickly. However, customers can ask small questions 

and be explained more deeply by professionals. Also customers can quickly cancel and plan 

changes.2 Making plans face to face allowed for customers to feel peace of mind. 

Next I will explain the recent years of distribution channels. Recently types of 

distribution channels are principal, internet and customers. It shows that the principals are closer 

2 SN Travel,”What are the advantages of booking with a travel agent?,”SN Travel, unknown 
1 Fernandez-Arias Elisa,”How online booking has changed the travel agent landscape,”TravelPerk, 2023 



to the customer than in the past, as travel operators and agents have turned to the internet. The 

booking plans online started in the 2000s. Booking online has a lot of advantages for customers 

that customers could reserve anytime because online do not have limited opening hours. Also 

they do not have to visit shops, so they can more easily book. However, booking online requires 

an online payment so customers can not choose to use cash.3 Also it may be difficult for some 

elderly people because they can not use the internet so online booking is sometimes a problem.4 

In conclusion, there are big differences between the past and now. This difference came 

from technological progress. However, both include advantages and disadvantages. Nowadays 

the organisation of travel companies needs to maintain a balance between online and store 

introductions. That way, people of all ages can be stress free of booking their own travel 

themselves.  

II 

 The level of awareness of ecotourism among the Japanese is 68.6%, which is said to be 

17.5% higher than in 2020.5 Why is it now popular and influence the travel type of ecotourism? 

This is because Ecotourism has gained significant popularity in recent years as travelers become 

more conscious of their impact on the environment and seek out sustainable travel options.6 

Ecotourism, a form of sustainable travel that prioritizes environmental conservation and local 

community well-being, has gained significant attention in recent years. Also, do you know the 

meaning of ecotourism? Ecotourism is now defined as responsible travel to natural areas that 

conserves the environment, sustains the well-being of the local people, and involves 

interpretation and education.7 Ecotourism is about uniting conservation, communities, and 

7 The International Ecotourism Society,”What is Ecotourism?,”The International Ecotourism Society, 2019 
6 Bagby Marjorie,”Why Ecotourism is Popular,”TOURISTSERECT, 2023 
5 suisinhousakukentoukai,”ecotourism suisinhousakukentoukaitegen,”kankyousyou, 2011 
4 Age UK,”The Internet and Older People in the UK- Key Statistics,”age UK, 2016 
3 Johnston Sam,”Advantages and Disadvantages of Online Booking Systems,"bookinglive, 2021 



sustainable travel. There are benefits to the government, however sometimes  it is a threat to 

ecology, for example for benefits are poor communities, interpretation and conservation. Also 

threats to ecology are humans are also responsible for the transmission of pathogens to 

nonhuman animals.8 I will discuss ecotourism assistance for governments and threats  for 

wildlife. 

 The benefit of ecotourism for the government is that if travelers visit developing 

countries for ecotourism, these countries could get the chance of donation from travelers. 

Through guided tours or volunteer programs, visitors can learn more about the environment they 

are visiting while helping with conservation efforts such as beach cleanups or  planting 

initiatives.9 The government could expect growth in the economy. Ecotourism stimulates local 

economies by attracting visitors who spend money on accommodations, restaurants, and locally 

made products. The increased popularity of ecotourism often draws investments, creating jobs 

and boosting regional development. By doing so the government protects and to inherit their 

cultural heritage, traditional and cuisines. This project is to help the local community by 

increasing local capacity building and employment opportunities. Ecotourism is an effective 

vehicle for empowering local communities around the world to fight against poverty and to 

achieve sustainable development.10 To say nothing of ecotourism helps for conservation. 

Offering market-linked long-term solutions, ecotourism provides effective economic incentives 

for conserving and enhancing bio-culture diversity and helps protect the natural and cultural 

heritage of our beautiful planet. Moreover ecotourism covered interpretation. With an emphasis 

on enriching personal experiences and environmental awareness through interpretation, 

10 The International Ecotourism Society,”What is Ecotourism?,”The International Ecotourism Society, 2023  
9 Raquel,”How ecotourism benefits the environment and local communities,”Worldpackers, 2023 
8 IAMAT FSIMT,”Ecotourism and health risk,”IAMAT FSIMT, 2023 



ecotourism promotes greater understanding and appreciation for nature, local society, and 

culture. 

 On the other hand, ecotourism includes threats to the natural environment and wild 

animals. In many cases it involved close observation of an interaction with wildlife, such as 

when tourists swim with marine animals and walk in mountains. "This massive amount of 

nature-based and ecotourism can be added to the long list of drivers of human-induced rapid 

environmental change," said Daniel Blumstein, the study's senior author and professor and chair 

of ecology and evolutionary biology at UCLA.11 Furthermore people have the risk of  pathogens 

to nonhuman animals, if wild animals infect those infectious disease influences in wildlife and 

worst case population numbers could be reduced. Travellers also put at risk the destination 

community members they are visiting. This might involve habitat degradation, the introduction 

of invasive species, pollution, overcrowding, and even the facilitation of sex trade.12 Almost all 

national13 park agencies worldwide receive up to 84% of funding from ecotourism, ecotourism 

also generates ecological impacts, however, as shown for over 800 species. 

 Given the above, ecotourism has benefits for local governments. For instance, making 

new career choices, protecting and advertising local traditions, the economy is more active and 

could collect volunteers. For all of those reasons ecotourism is a chance of developing their own 

government. By contrast ecotourism has threats for wildlife, for example the possibility of 

passing on infectious diseases carried by humans to wildlife. In this essay I focus on threats to 

wildlife, however this type of travel is not only threats for wildlife to exemplify if tourism comes 

to a natural place, there are various issues that remain, such as the maintenance of clean roads 

and environmental problems caused by CO2 emissions from the transportation of tourists. 

13 Russo Danilo,”Net Effects of Ecotourism on Threatened Species Survival,”National Library of Medicine, 2016 
12 IAMAT FSIMT,”Ecotourism and health risk,”IAMAT FSIMT, 2023 
11 Morgan Kendall,”Ecotourism can put wild animals at risk, scientists say,”PHYS ORG, 2015 



 In conclusion, ecotourism includes a lot of advantages and disadvantages so governments 

have to make a balanced profit for governments and protect the environment. For this reason 

governments should connect technologies to ecotourism in that case they might protect their 

culture, tradition and wildlife. As a result, maintaining a balance between economic activity and 

environmental protection by governments can be seen as the main challenge for successful 

ecotourism. 

  III 

 Nowadays, some airline companies are working around the world. These companies have 

SWOT, which means Strength, Weakness, Opportunity and Threat. SWOT is a method to 

accurately assess the situation of a company, which is then used to formulate management 

strategies and business plans.14 This business method is suitable for planning and marketing, 

these categories help their companies improve their services. In this essay, I will compare 

Japanese airlines and British airlines, and I will compare the differences between Japanese 

companies and British companies. In addition, All Nippon Airways(ANA), the largest Japanese 

airline15, is used as a comparator, while British Airways is used as a comparator for the UK.  

 Firstly, I will focus on the ANA's SWOT analysis. The strengths of the ANA, this 

airways is one of the most famous airlines in Japan, so ANA has a strong brand image, number 

of passengers, many freight lines and a position of the ladder in industries of Japanese airlines. 

Also, ANA has a high quality of services and safety. ANA has been operating safely for a long 

years and is highly trusted by other airlines and customers, and customer satisfaction with its 

services is very high. Alternatively, ANA has international airlines, is connected to other 

countries' airways, and has been expanding its network. ANA is one of the biggest airlines in 

15 World Airline Award,”World’s Top 10 Airlines of 2024,”SKYRAX, 2024 
14 Peterdy Kyle,”SWOT Analysis,"CFI, unknown 



Japan, so it has favourable slots at major domestic and international airports, which puts it in an 

advantageous position in competition with other airlines. It also operates a large number of 

flights that are used by a lot of customers. Next, the weakness of ANA, they have international 

airlines, but there are not many flights compared to other big global airlines, so they are making 

solutions for this problem, and after COVID-19, this problem was a little and a little to solve. 

Before COVID-19, ANA depended on domestic airlines and their networks to external shocks, 

for example pandemic and climate.  Also, the ANA’s services are of high quality, so they send a 

lot of money for that. They belong to Full Service Carrier (FSC), so the higher labour and 

services costs of FSC compared to Low Cost Carrier (LCC) airlines result in higher ticket prices 

compared to tickets on airlines that use LCC. In addition, the opportunities of ANA, Japan is one 

of the best destinations in the world, so many customers visit Japan. In 2024, Japan had 

approximately 36.87 million inbound visitors16, and ANA increased the number of passengers, 

especially Asian people. Also, ANA can get new income sources from the middle-distance 

international industry, for instance, China and Southeast Asia. Many people visit Japan. Also, 

now a lot of companies are mindful of the environment, so if ANA does make strong branding 

for sustainable flight, like using sustainable aviation fuel, and they try to make amenities made 

from sustainable products. 17 Finally, the threats of ANA are LCC, which offers a lower price 

than FS, Clik, and the company of Peach. Is LCC a company, so they are the biggest competition 

for ANA and FSC companies. The FSC companies must make a difference between LCC 

companies otherwise, they may lose many passengers. Also, in opportunities, I  said ANA have 

to mind sustainability; however, when changing the sustainable things, they must spend a lot of 

money on these changes. In addition, the focus on environmental measures has led to the 

17 ANA,”Sustainability,”ANA, 2025 
16 Statista,"Number of international visitor arrivals to Japan from 2005 to 2024,” Statista, 2025 



creation of several new regulations, which also cost a lot of money to comply with. Also, airline 

companies depend on the world situation, for example, driving is still banned over Russia 

because Russia is at war with Ukraine, so all airways quit flying over Russia, and they change 

the driving route. For this reason, almost all airlines have to spend more time travelling.  

 Secondly, I will discuss British Airways' SWOT analysis. The strengths are that British 

Airways has a strong international brand image, which has helped with high reliability and 

global recognition. The high reliability and global recognition help to increase passengers and 

increase income. Also, British Airways was based at Heathrow airport, which is located in 

London, and 83.9 million passengers use Heathrow airport in a year.18 This is a big advantage for 

British Airways, and it is easy to access for Europe, North America and Asia. These locations 

were major markets around the world, so many people visited these locations. Also, British 

Airways joined the International Airline Group(IAG)19 It was a big airline company, so they have 

a lot of information about flights and they have skills for services. British Airways joined IAG so 

they can connect networks with other airlines and reduce costs. In addition, British Airways 

joined oneworld, a global airline alliance consisting of 14 member airlines. It was founded in 

199920, so British Airways can exchange the information with 14 member airlines. British 

Airways has premium services, for instance, first class, business class and lounge. The comfort 

of long-haul flights is highly rated and very popular with business passengers. Next, the 

weaknesses of British Airways. They have problems for pilots and cabin crews. In the past, there 

were many strikes, so a lot of confusion in the business. Also, after covid-19 increased negative 

reviews for customer service because British Airways was doing flight cancellations, late 

departures and refundable for these reasons affected customer satisfaction. In addition, British 

20 Oneworld,”oneworld Member Airlines,”oneworld, unknown 
19 IAG,”Connecting people,businesses and countries,” 2025 
18 Heathrow Media Centre,”Record demand drives Heathrow growth-results for year ended 31 Dec 2024,” 2025 



Airways is the same as the ANA, like FSC companies, so they have a problem making a 

difference for LCC companies. The FSC companies have to spend a lot of money on customer 

services, labour costs and freight costs, so they have lost price competitiveness to LCC 

companies. Also, customers have concerns about its failures, as several system downtimes have 

occurred in the past. The opportunities of British Airways are that they can make a strong 

long-haul flight from the UK and Europe to North America and Asia-Pacific c21. These 

continents have increased demand recently, so when they increase flights for these areas, they 

may get new customers. They have a strong point of premium travel, so they have to expand the 

services of high-quality and high-cost flights, and they may be able to improve their income. 

Also, they joined IAG so economies of scale increase through common purchasing power, 

aircraft procurement and operational systems. Finally, the threats to British Airways are 

competition from LCC companies in Europe, which have a lot of LCC companies, for example, 

easyjet and Wizz Air, so there is significant competition. Also, recently increase the solutions to 

protect the environment, so airline industries have rules for the UK and EU Emissions Trading 

Systems(ETS)22 and the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO)23. 

 In conclusion, in this way, ANA and British Airways have many strengths, weaknesses, 

opportunities and threats. The strengths are a bit different between both companies. For example, 

ANA worked in Japan, so they have high reliability from the Japanese, and British Airways is a 

UK company, so they have reliability from Europeans. Also, the weaknesses of both companies 

have problems for competition for LCC companies, and their companies depend on the climate. 

In addition, the opportunities of ANA and British Airways need to be proactive in environmental 

measures. It may help improve the bland images.  The threats of ANA and British Airways are 

23 ICA,”Rules of the Air,” ICA, 2005 
22 GOV.UK,”UK Emissions Trading Scheme for aviation:how to comply,”GOV.UK, 2021 
21 British Airways,”Our route network,”British Airways,unknown 

http://gov.uk


increasing the cost of protecting the rules for the environment, for instance, some governments 

make new rules for flights, so they have to spend money on these rules. In this way, ANA and 

British Airways have different SWOT analyses, however, some industries sometimes resemble 

topics like weaknesses and threats. They have problems with increased competition for LCC 

companies. LCC companies were low-priced but not of high-quality customer service. These 

companies' tickets were cheap, so some people chose these airlines' tickets. FSC companies have 

to improve their customer service and other services.     
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Kazuho Tsuna   

The Shifting Of The Function Of Japanese Emperor Defined By The Constitution   

I 

 Nowadays, Japan is having a lot of problems. If I give examples, it is endless, the 

declining birth rate and ageing population, foreign policy with China and Russia can be 

examples. However, the Imperial succession must be solved as expeditiously as practicable. This 

is because the Japanese Emperor has significant important parts of Japanese politics. According 

to Imperial House Law and the constitution of Japan, the Japanese Emperor is acting in many 

ways such as “Appointment of the Prime Minister as designated by the Diet”. However, it is 

decided that “The Imperial Throne of Japan is succeeded to by male descendants in the male line 

of Imperial Lineage (Constitution, Article 2, and Imperial House Law, Articles 1 and 2)”.1 2It is 

not always true that an Emperor has a son who can inherit the name of Emperor and this is a 

problem. The reason why is that it is not necessarily someone who can apply for this decision in 

the imperial family. If this decision is not changed, there may be a crisis of political working. 

Therefore, I will consider how the Japanese Emperor should be treated through three essays. tHE  

first essay will explain the history, especially since the 1800s, and functions of the Japanese 

Emperor on two constitutions before and after the second war.    

First, It is said that the history of the Japanese Emperor dates back to the 7th century 

BCE.3 Also, the history of the Japanese Emperor has been continued from a Japanese myth 

called “Shinto”.4 It relates to creating a constitution. Moreover, the power was delegated from the 

Emperor to the government called “Bakufu”, and it governed Japan from 1603 to 1867. 

4 The Editors Of Encyclopedia Britannica, “Emperors and Empresses Regnant of Japan”, Britannica, Date unknown  
3 Cartwright Mark, “Emperor of Japan”, WORLD HISTORY ENCYCLOPEDIA”, July 10, 2019 
2 National Diet Library, “The constitution of Japan”, National Diet Library, Date unknown 
1 The Imperial Household Agency, “The Emperor”, The Imperial Household, Date unknown,  



5However the governmental power was returned from the government to the Emperor. In 1868,  

the Emperor published “Charter Oath”. It included: (1) “Deliberative assemblies shall be 

established on an extensive scale, and all governmental matters shall be determined by public 

discussion.” (2) “All classes, high and low, shall unite to carry out vigorously the plan of 

government.” (3) “All classes shall be permitted to fulfill their just aspirations so that there will 

be no discontent.” (4) “Evil customs of the past shall be discontinued, and new customs shall be 

based on the just laws of nature.” (5) “Knowledge shall be sought throughout the world in order 

to promote the welfare of the empire.”6 Furthermore, it is said that the remote case of decision of 

the Constitution of the Empire of Japan came from the unequal treaty. It had two points: 1. 

Denial of tariff autonomy of Japan, 2. Consular jurisdiction allowed by Japan. It means, the 

Japanese judiciary could not judge foreign people. Therefore, the government needed to establish 

a modern constitutional system. Also, to have a constitution was one of the points to be treated as 

a modern nation. For these reasons, the government started to create the constitution. First, 

Tomomi Iwakura, who was a member of the government, suggested three principles. The 

constitution must be a constitution granted by the Emperor, and creation of the constitution must 

not be hurried this is because the Japanese people did not have much knowledge to prepare to 

adapt to constitutional politics, and the Japanese government was not going to be a British style 

of parliamentary government, and was going to introduce the style of Prussia in which ministers 

were responsible for the Emperor. An imperial edict which ordered opening the diet was 

published on October 12nd in 1881. Moreover, these days, the interest in politics was getting 

higher around people. It is called the Freedom and People’s Rights Movement. It required the 

opening of diet and amendment of the unequal treaty. After the publication of the Imperial edict, 

6 The Editors Of Encyclopedia Britanniaca, “Charter Oath”, Britanica, October 28, 2024   
5 The Editors Of Encyclopedia Britannica, “Tokugawa period”, Britannica, Date unknown 



an imperial command, which ordered the study of the constitution in Europe, was given to 

Hirobumi Ito, who was a member of the government. Hence, Ito got the role of leader, and 10 

members went to Europe. After they arrived in Berlin, Germany, they met Rudolf von Gneist and 

Albert Mosse, who were famous legal scholars. Gneist told them the diet should not have a 

power to influence the finance and military. However, Gneist did not make the lecture about 

politics and this role was given to Mosse. What Mosse taught was extensive, such as the history 

of the Prussian constitution, the functions of the king such as the power and privilege, the duty 

and right of the nation, the electoral system, the power of members of parliament, the 

relationship between the government and parliament. After that, Ito and other members went to 

Vienna, Austria to meet Stein, who was one of the most famous jurists. The difference between 

Stein’s lecture and Mosse’s lecture was, Mosse’s lecture explained about the decided law of 

Prussia but Stein’s lecture included political philosophy. After they learned these things, they 

went back to Japan and started composing the constitution. Before they started it, the cabinet 

system was established and Hirobumi became the first prime minister of Japan. This purpose was 

to advance responsible politics by unifying the way to make decisions. Then, Hirobumi Ito, 

Miyoji Ito, Kowashi Inoue and Kentaro Kaneko became the main members to create the 

constitution of the Empire of Japan. On March, 1887, they started writing the draft of the 

constitution and  agreed that the constitution must be granted by the Emperor, the cabinet is the 

system just to support the Emperor, it meant the person who governs Japan is the Emperor and 

the sovereignty belongs to the Emperor, and finally, the bicameral system. The basis of these 

decisions came from the lectures in Germany and Austria. Furthermore, they stood 7 principles 

including: 1. Publishment of Imperial Act Law and the platform of the Imperial family would be 

separated, 2. The constitution must have been based on  the national policy and the history of 



Japan, 3. The contents of the constitution must have been limited to the major items and simple 

and clear. Also, it should have been easy to interpret with the development of Japanese politics, 

4. Parliamentary law, electoral law would be decided by law, so it would not be included in the 

constitution, 5. The organisation of the House of Peers was decided by imperial edict. However, 

to change this edict, the consent of the House of Peer is essential, 6. The land of Japan would be 

defined by not the constitution and by the law, 7. To give members of parliament  the right to 

report to the throne. The third principle was essential to justify the history of the Emperor came 

from the myth and this position is holy.  After that, they formed the draft plan of the constitution 

formed by 7 chapters and 76 articles which included: 1. The Emperor, 2. The rights and duties of 

subjects, 3. The imperial diet, 4. The Minister of State and Privy Council, 5. The judicature, 6. 

Finance, 7, Supplementary Rules. Then, it was presented to the Emperor and sent to the Privy 

Council to be considered. This Privy Council was the organisation to support the Emperor to 

decide specific important laws or problems such as the change of the constitution or the law 

related to the constitution. In the Privy Council,  few words were changed. For example, in 

article 5, “The Emperor exercises the legislative power with the approval of the Imperial Diet.” 

was changed to “The Emperor exercises the legislative power with the consent of the Imperial 

Diet.” This is because, in general, the word “approval” was used when the decision was allowed 

by the person in power. However, the Emperor must have been at the top of the country, so to 

emphasise that the  diet is the organisation to support the Emperor. Then, this constitution was 

announced in Japan. Next, the election of the House of Representatives was held and the member 

of the House of Peers was chosen. Also, after this process, the constitution of the Empire of 

Japan was enforced.7 Next, the function of the Emperor was defined following this: Article 1. 

7 Saiko Hoki Toshite No Kenpo No Arikat Ni Kansuru Chosa Syo Iinkai, “Meiji Kenpo To Nihonkoku Kenpo Ni 
Kansuru Shiryo”, Saiko Hoki Toshite No Kenpo No Arikat Ni Kansuru Chosa Syo Iinkai, May, 2003.  



The Empire of Japan shall be reigned over and governed by a line of Emperors unbroken for 

ages eternal, Article 2. The Imperial Throne shall be succeeded by Imperial male descendants, 

according to the provisions of the Imperial House Law, Article 3. The Emperor is sacred and 

inviolable, Article 4. The Emperor is the head of the Empire, combining in Himself the rights of 

sovereignty, and exercising them, according to the provisions of the present Constitution, Article 

5. The Emperor exercises the legislative power with the consent of the Imperial Diet,  Article 6. 

The Emperor gives sanction to laws, and orders them to be promulgated and executed, Article 7. 

The Emperor convokes the Imperial Diet, opens, closes and prorogues it, and dissolves the 

House of Representatives, Article 8. The Emperor, in consequence of an urgent necessity to 

maintain public safety or to avert public calamities, issues, when the Imperial Diet is not sitting, 

Imperial Ordinances in the place of law, (2) Such Imperial Ordinances are to be laid before the 

Imperial Diet at its next session, and when the Diet does not approve the said Ordinances, the 

Government shall declare them to be invalid for the future, Article 9. The Emperor issues or 

causes to be issued, the Ordinances necessary for the carrying out of the laws, or for the 

maintenance of the public peace and order, and for the promotion of the welfare of the subjects. 

But no Ordinance shall in any way alter any of the existing laws, Article 10. The Emperor 

determines the organization of the different branches of the administration, and salaries of all 

civil and military officers, and appoints and dismisses the same. Exceptions especially provided 

for in the present Constitution or in other laws, shall be in accordance with the respective 

provisions (bearing thereon), Article 11. The Emperor has the supreme command of the Army 

and Navy, Article 12. The Emperor determines the organization and peace standing of the Army 

and Navy, Article 13. The Emperor declares war, makes peace, and concludes treaties, Article 

14. The Emperor proclaims the law of siege (2) The conditions and effects of the law of siege 



shall be determined by law, Article 15. The Emperor confers titles of nobility, rank, orders and 

other marks of honor, Article 16. The Emperor orders amnesty, pardon, commutation of 

punishments and rehabilitation, Article 17. A Regency shall be instituted in conformity with the 

provisions of the Imperial House Law, (2) The Regent shall exercise the powers appertaining to 

the Emperor in His name.8 These words meant the sovereignty belonged to the Emperor. Also, 

Japanese politics had been run as a central focus on the Emperor until the end of the second 

world war.  

On the other hand, the Japanese constitution and the definition of the Emperor  has been 

changed significantly after the second world war. On August 14th, 1945, the Japanese 

government accepted the Potsdam declaration issued by the United Nation on July 26th, 1945.9 

After that, The General HeadQuarter (GHQ) was established. Also, this organisation had been 

run under the　Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers and had led to Japanese policy and 

economy.10 11The constitution of the Empire of Japan started to be changed. In the Potsdam 

Declaration, it was argued that “the Japanese Government shall remove all obstacles to the 

revival and strengthening of democratic tendencies among the Japanese people. Freedom of 

speech, religion, and of thought, as well as respect for the fundamental human rights shall be 

established”.12 GHQ thought that this wording meant the sovereignty should have been had by 

the nation of Japan. On the other hand, the Japanese government disagreed with the GHQ 

holding that popular   support was not a priority rather expressing assistance for the Emperor, 

12 National Diet Library, “Potsdam Declaration”, National Diet Library, Date unknown  

11 OFFICE OF THE HISTORIAN, “Occupation and Reconstruction of Japan, 1945–52”, OFFICE OF THE 
HISTORIAN, Date unknown 

10 National Diet Library, “Rengokokugun Saiko Shireikan Soshireibu (GHQ/SCAP) Soshikizu” National DIet Library, 
Date unknown 

9 House of Representatives Constitution Research Council secretariat, “Nihonkoku Kenpo No Seitei Ni Kansuru 
Shiryou”,  House of Representatives Constitution Research Council secretariat, November, 2016 

8 National Diet Library, “The Constitution of the Empire of Japan”, National Diet Library, Date unknown 



arguing that they could change their interpretation for the constitution.13 Therefore, the Japanese 

government decided on four principles called Joji Matsumoto's "Four-Point Principle for 

Constitutional Reform” about the new constitution : 1. Maintaining the sovereignty of the 

Emperor, 2. Expanding the powers of the Diet, 3. Expanding the responsibilities of Ministers of 

State to the Diet, 4. Strengthening protections of the people's rights and liberties. It was 

submitted to GHQ on February 8th. GHQ was surprised by this conservative plan. After that, the 

Supreme Commander of Allied Powers, Douglas MacArthur ordered new three principles. This 

is because he thought that this tentative plan was not suitable to achieve  democratisation of 

Japan.14 This included:1. the Emperor is at the head of the state. His succession is dynastic. His 

duties and powers will be exercised in accordance with the Constitution and responsive to the 

basic will of the people as provided therein, 2. War as a sovereign right of the nation is abolished. 

Japan renounces it as an instrumentality for settling its disputes and even for preserving its own 

security. It relies upon the higher ideals which are now stirring the world for its defense and its 

protection. No Japanese Army, Navy, or Air Force will ever be authorized and no rights of 

belligerency will ever be conferred upon any Japanese force, 3. The feudal system of Japan will 

cease. No rights of peerage except those of the Imperial family will extend beyond the lives of 

those now existent. No patent of nobility will from this time forth embody within itself any 

National or Civic power of government. Pattern budget after British system15. After this order, 

deliberation about the new constitution was started in the House of Representatives of Japan with 

a focus on this order. Through this deliberation, some details were decided. Then, they were 

15 National Diet Library, “MacArthur Notes (MacArthur's Three Basic Points), February 3, 1946”, National Diet 
Library, Date unknown 

14 National Diet Library, “Joji Matsumoto's Four-Point Principle for Constitutional Reform,December 8, 1945”, 
National Diet Library, Date unknown.   

13 House of Representatives Constitution Research Council secretariat, “Nihonkoku Kenpo No Seitei Ni Kansuru 
Shiryou”,  House of Representatives Constitution Research Council secretariat, November, 2016 

https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/Constitution
https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/Council
https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/secretariat


approved by the House of Representatives and the House of Peers.16 According to the Japanese 

constitution, the Japanese Emperor is defined as these in chapter 1 through 7 articles. In article 1, 

the Japanese Emperor is defined as: “The Emperor shall be the symbol of the State and of the 

unity of the people, deriving his position from the will of the people with whom resides 

sovereign power”.17 It is the result of shifting of sovereignty from the Emperor to the Japanese 

nation.18 In article 2, it argues that the succession of the Emperor. It is decided: “The Imperial 

Throne shall be dynastic and succeeded to in accordance with the Imperial House Law passed by 

the Diet.” Article 3, “The advice and approval of the Cabinet shall be required for all acts of the 

Emperor in matters of state, and the Cabinet shall be responsible therefore.” Article 4, “The 

Emperor shall perform only such acts in matters of state as are provided for in this Constitution 

and he shall not have powers related to government. (2) The Emperor may delegate the 

performance of his acts in matters of state as may be provided by law.” Article 5, “When, in 

accordance with the Imperial House Law, a Regency is established, the Regent shall perform his 

acts in When, in accordance with the Imperial House Law, a Regency is established, the Regent 

shall perform his acts in matters of state in the Emperor's name. In this case, paragraph one of the 

preceding article will be applicable.matters of state in the Emperor's name. In this case, 

paragraph one of the preceding article will be applicable.” Article 6, “The Emperor shall appoint 

the Prime Minister as designated by the Diet. (2) The Emperor shall appoint the Chief Judge of 

the Supreme Court as designated by the Cabinet.” Article7 “ The Emperor, with the advice and 

approval of the Cabinet, shall perform the following acts in matters of state on behalf of the 

people: 1. Promulgation of amendments of the constitution, laws, cabinet orders and treaties, 2. 

18 House of Representatives Constitution Research Council secretariat, “Nihonkoku Kenpo No Seitei Ni Kansuru 
Shiryou”,  House of Representatives Constitution Research Council secretariat, November, 2016 

17 National Diet Library, “The constitution of Japan”, National Diet Library, Date unknown 

16 House of Representatives Constitution Research Council secretariat, “Nihonkoku Kenpo No Seitei Ni Kansuru 
Shiryou”,  House of Representatives Constitution Research Council secretariat, November, 2016 

https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/Council


Convocation of the Diet, 3, Dissolution of the House of Representatives, 4. Proclamation of 

general election of members of the Diet, 5. Attestation of the appointment and dismissal of 

Ministers of State and other officials as provided for by law, and of full powers and credentials of 

Ambassadors and Ministers, 6. Attestation of general and special amnesty, commutation of 

punishment, reprieve, and restoration of rights, 7. Awarding of honors, 8. Attestation of 

instruments of ratification and other diplomatic documents as provided for by law, 9. Receiving 

foreign ambassadors and ministers, 10. Performance of ceremonial functions. Article 8.No 

property can be given to, or received by, the Imperial House, nor can any gifts be made 

therefrom, without the authorization of the Diet.19 These definitions mean the Emperor is 

essential for Japanese politics to be run.  It is especially important to run the Japanese Diet.  

In conclusion, the biggest change in the way the Japanese monarchy in the constitution is 

shifting sovereignty from the Emperor to the nation. However, there is a common point. That is, 

Japanese politics cannot stand without monarchy. It may be considered to demolish the 

monarchy. However, this system has been used since the Meiji era. Hence, it will create 

confusion. Furthermore, what is most important is that the Imperial family can be an emotional 

support for the Japanese. For example, on the first day of this year, the earthquake happened in 

Ishikawa, Japan. The emperor and the Empress visited there and gave warm words to disaster 

victims. It must have been a strong support for these disaster victims and they got motivation to 

stay positive. Therefore, Japanese monarchy is essential not only as usual but also when the part 

of or whole of Japan faces an emergency situation. Hence, this position must be saved forever. 

However, it is decided that the name of the Emperor is only the boy in the male line. It has a 

problem that it is not always the Emperor who has a son. It means there is potential that the 

19 National Diet Library, “The constitution of Japan”, National Diet Library, Date unknown 
 



Japanese monarchy disappears. To consider this problem, in the next essay, I will argue about the 

British monarchy.  

II 

The history of the British Monarchy is one of the longest in the world. In history, there 

were  64 Monarchs starting from Egbert who became the first King in the Britain island20. In the 

history of around 1200 years, there were many changes to approach the current shape. In this 

essay, I will explain the points that have affected the British Monarchy and roles of the King. 

Also, I will not explain all the Kings who existed in history on this island.  

To begin with it must be explained about the composition of the British constitution to 

know the role of the Monarchy. As it is commonly known, the British constitution is not codified 

in the same document and it is formed with several parts including acts of the Parliament, 

Conventions, Common law, and Authoritative Works. First, some Acts of the Parliament are part 

of the British constitution. They have several important decisions to run the state such as the 

devolution settlements, the right of vote and the holding of election, the upholding of human 

rights, the prohibition of discrimination, the existence of the Supreme court. However, there is no 

means to define the difference between these importance and political decisions. Next, the 

Conventions means that common understanding about the running of the Constitution. It is often 

hard for them to be defined and it can be interpreted widely.  Also, they do not have legal 

binding powers. For instance, it is thought that the Prime minister should be a member of the 

House of Commons. Traditionally, they tended not to be written as official documents, while 

recently, explanations of these conventions have been more likely to be written down as an 

official interpretation. Furthermore, the UK has a system known as ‘Common law’. It means 

20 Johnson Ben, “Kings and Queens of England & Britain”, HISTORIC UK, date unknown,  



judges are able to declare that the law is based on custom and precedent.21 It is said that the 

history of Common law started from 1066. 22 Then, there are some publications which have 

affected the British constitution. The British constitution is separated with a considerable number 

of parts, so it is essential to have professional opinions. For instance, around the 19th and early 

20 century legal scholar Albert Venn Dicey showed an interpretation called ‘Parliamentary 

Sovereignty’.23 This means that the Parliament is the supreme authority which can create or end 

any law.24  These are the pieces which form the British constitution. 

However, to form the British constitution, there are some evaluations. First, Magna Carta 

has affected the shape of British Monarchy and politics. Magna Carta is also known as the Great 

Charter.25 In 1199, John was crowned as successor of Richard I. Before he became the King, 

England had had many problems. His father Richard I spent a lot of money on fighting against 

France and the Crusades. Furthermore, when he went back to England, he was captured by the 

Holy Roman Empire, and his country was required ransom to get him back. It affected the 

finance of England significantly. Furthermore, after he got crowned, there were two main 

problems. First, King John got tension with the church. The new Archbishop of Canterbury by 

King John was ignored by the Pope, who was head of the Catholic church. Also, the Pope 

pointed out the new Archbishop of Canterbury, whose name was Stepehen Landon, and he tried 

to send him to England, but it was refused by King John. In the end, King John accepted a new 

Archbishop of Canterbury appointed by the Pope to enter England, but it became a reason why 

Stephen Landon cooperated with some barons. Next, after John became a king of England, he 

25 THE CONSTITUTION SOCIETY, ”The Uk constitution”, date unknown 
 
 

24 UK Parliament,”Parliamentary Sovereignty”, UK Parliament, date unknown 
23 THE CONSTITUTION SOCIETY, ”The Uk constitution”, date unknown 
22 The Editors of Encyclopedia Britannica Article, “Common law”, November 24th, 2024 
21 THE CONSTITUTION SOCIETY, ”The Uk constitution”, date unknown 



started losing land in France. He lost land little by little and in 1204, he lost Normandy. 

Therefore, he created heavy taxes on the nobility. In spite, he could not win Normandy back, and 

he got many criticisms and was nicknamed as ‘soft word.’ In May, 1215, a group of barons 

formed an army in the north of England and traveled toward London, where King is in. John had 

no choice other than making agreement with them about changes to govern the country. After all, 

they made an agreement that the power of the King must be limited and the King had to 

cooperate with barons more. This agreement was named Magna Carta, which means ‘Great 

Charter’ in Latin. Some points were: Someone accused of a crime could not be imprisoned or 

punished without having a fair trial first; the king could not raise new taxes unless he had the 

agreement of the barons; a council of 25 barons was set up to ensure the king followed the rules 

the charter put in place.26 . Second, it must be explained how the Convention ‘the Monarchy 

reigns, but does not rule’ and the cabinet system had been developed. To begin with, the cabinet 

system developed from the Privy council in the 17th and early 18th centuries, and then it got 

larger and it became not able to debate effectively. Therefore, it was decided that the Monarchs 

would talk with members of the Privy council before these members make decisions in the 

widely full Privy council. Hence, almost all decisions had already been made, so the power of 

the Privy council got weaker significantly. After George I became king, he ceased to attend 

meetings.27 This is because Queen Ann did not have successor, so George I was invited from 

Germany28, so he spoke little English.  As a result, the power in this meeting started being left to 

the chief known as a prime minister. The process of making decisions through a prime minister 

and ministers appeared in the era when  Sir Rober Walpole was chief minister, and was 

28 The Editors of Encyclopedia Britannica Article, “George I”, date unknown, 
 

27 The Editors of Encyclopedia Britannica Article, “Cabinet”, January 14th, 2025 
26 BBC, “King John and the Magna Carta”, BBC,date unknown, 



established by Sir William Pitt in the late 17th century. Also, the Reform act in 1832 has shown 

two main principles; the government should be formed by the party which has majority in the 

parliament. Also, ministers have to be responsive to the House of Commons.29 These whole 

principles are the basis of current British politics and Monarchy.  

Finally, the King has several roles in the UK and other countries. First, as it is known, the 

King reigns, but does not rule. The role of ruling is left to his government. The King is 

constitutionally obligated to follow the government’s advice. His main roles as a head of state are 

to open a new session of parliament, to appoint a prime minister and other ministers, and to give 

royal assent to bills passed by the parliament, signifying that they have become law. Moreover, 

King chairs monthly meetings of the Privy Council, to approve the Orders in Council; he 

approves incoming and outcoming of the new ambassadors and appoints other important parts 

such as senior judges.  However, these are done through advice of the government and he sees a 

prime minister weekly. Furthermore, Monarchs have  significant parts not only politically but 

also for the people in the UK and other countries. The representative roles of the British 

Monarchs are acting as a centre of identity of the nation, unity and pride; gives stability and 

continuity. Also, they contribute to the support for the voluntary services. These main roles are 

achieved through some activities including broadcasting on Christmas day and visiting armed 

forces, schools, hospitals, chapels and public and voluntary services30. Lastly, the King is also the 

head of the Commonwealth. The Commonwealth is an association of the countries formed by 54 

countries.31  

In conclusion, the history of the British Monarchy has had a long history and several 

changes. Before the formation of Magna Carta, the King could do everything whatever he 

31The Editors of Encyclopedia Britannica Article, “Commonwealth”, December 24, 2024 
30The constitution unit, “What is the role of the monarchy?”, date unknown,  
29  The Editors of Encyclopedia Britannica Article, “Cabinet”, January 14th, 2025 



wanted to. However, it has been changed under the ruling of King John. This was a first rule to 

limit and control the power of  the King. Afterwards, the power of the King has been left to a 

prime minister, ministers and the Parliament. Then, the role of the King is watching over the 

state and nations rather than using power in politics. Recently, there are some voices which argue 

that they should demolish the Monarchy in the UK, but it is also true that there are many people 

who love the King and his family. Thus, the UK will take over problems with its democracy and  

the Monarchs. 

III 

 Through two essays, I explained about the roles of the Emperor and the King. In this 

essay, I will compare and contrast the features of the Emperor and the King to define whether 

these functions are important for countries and find what kind of problems exist.   

 First of all, there are several common roles in each country.  First, they have to 

authenticate bills. It is essential for keeping the smooth functioning of politics. Also, they cannot 

reject bills which were passed in each house in the British parliament and the Japanese diet. The 

process of passing bills is almost the same in both countries. In the UK,  bills are submitted to 

the House of Commons or the House of Lords, after that, there are several disputes, then it will 

be sent to the House of Commons or the House of Lords. Then, it will be discussed again by the 

House and if it makes an agreement, it will be passed and sent to the King. After the signature of 

the King, the bill is going to be a law.32 In Japan, bills are submitted to the House of 

Representatives or the House of the House of Councillors, then, they will be considered whether 

they can be an effective law. When it is passed in the House, it is sent to the other House. After 

that, they get signed by the Emperor.33 Furthermore, it is an essential part to create unity in the 

33 House of Councillors, “Legislative Procedure”, House of Councillors, date unknown  
32 GOV.UK, “Legislative process: taking a bill through Parliament”, GOV,UK, 20 February, 2024 



county. First, the British Monarchy has several chances to meet people and a part of the countries 

such as army and welfare facilities. 34 Also, the Japanese Emperor has the same role. According 

to the Japanese Constitution, The Emperor shall be the symbol of the State and of the unity of the 

people, deriving his position from the will of the people with whom resides sovereign power. 35 

However, the interpretation of power of the King and the Emperor exists. First, the King 

is thought to have political power and it is just thought that he should not use it including 

rejection of bills.This is because, the British Constitution is formed by four parts; authorities’ 

works, Conventions, Acts of the Parliament and Common law and is uncodified.36 The problem 

with this is that it is unclear which power will be prioritised. If the abolition of the Monarch is 

suggested and passed by the parliament, the King may reject it. It is convinced that the Monarch 

should not have political power, but it is just Conviction and it is not banned. The potential of 

this to happen is almost none, but an unclear Constitution can confuse politics. On the other 

hand, the Japanese Emperor is just a symbol of Japan, and he is never going to have political 

power. It is codified in the Constitution in Chapter1, article4.37 Therefore, the decision of the 

Diet is completely prioritised. Hence, this must never be changed. However, there is a problem in 

the Japanese interpretation for succession of the Emperor. In the UK, it is decided that the first 

child of a King will succeed to the rank of King. However, in Japan, it is decided that The 

Imperial Throne of Japan is succeeded to by male descendants in the male line of Imperial 

Lineage (Constitution, Article 2, and Imperial House Law, Articles 1 and 2).38  The reason why it 

is a problem is if the Emperor does not have a son, there is no one who can succeed the rank of 

the Emperor. 

38 Imperial Household Agency, “The imperial succession”’, Imperial Household Agency, Date unknown 
 

37 National Diet Library, “The constitution of Japan”, National Diet Library, Date unknown 
36THE CONSTITUTION SOCIETY, ”The Uk constitution”, date unknown 
35 National Diet Library, “The constitution of Japan”, National Diet Library, Date unknown 
34 The constitution unit, “What is the role of the monarchy?”, date unknown,  



As a result, in Japanese politics, impediments will be created. Therefore, this problem should be 

resolved as quickly as possible.  

In conclusion, there are several similarities between the Monarchy in the UK and the 

Emperor in Japan. It can emphasize the importance of the existence of the King and the Emperor. 

However, in the UK, the codified constitution does not exist, it may create confusion in politics. 

Moreover, to keep the Emperor as a part of Japanese politics and as a symbol of Japan and 

Japanese, there must be changes. However, it is related to the identity of Japan, effective and 

cogent discussion across not only in the Diet but also the whole country.  
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Kei Saigo 

Heavy Concentration of Power in Tokyo and Potential Extinction of Cities 

I 

Tokyo has long been Japan’s primary center for economic, cultural, and political 

activities, drawing younger generations from across the nation in search of education and career 

opportunities. This intense centralization, however, presents significant challenges for Japan's 

regional cities, which face depopulation and economic decline. This essay will compare Japan's 

situation with decentralized models in countries like Germany and France, examining possible 

solutions to revitalize regional areas and achieve balanced national improving. 

Japan, like Germany and France, has a blend of urban and rural landscapes, with 

extensive transportation infrastructure linking these areas to urban centers. In Japan Shinkansen 

lines and regional rail networks offer rural citizen access to major cities, supporting tourism and 

economic interaction. Japan has a marked imbalance due to the concentration of economic, 

educational, and cultural facilities in Tokyo. 1While Germany and France, where urban economic 

hubs are more widely spread. As a result, regional Japanese cities often struggle to dispute with 

Tokyo in attracting young talent,2 leading to further population decline and economic stop. 

In Germany, decentralization is achieved through a distribution of economic centers, with 

cities like Frankfurt, Hamburg, and Munich serving as headquarters for various industries. 

2 Nippon.com. "Nippon no jinkō genshō to kōreika saishin de-ta." Japan Data. Published October 15, 2023.  

1 Japan Institute for Labour Policy and Training. "働き方改革とその影響：日本における労働条件の変化
hatarakikata kaikaku to sono eikyō Nippon niokeru rōdō jōken no henka .." JILPT Research Report. Published May 
2020. 



Frankfurt is a financial powerhouse3, Munich is a center for technology and engineering, and 

Hamburg is known for its trade and logistics sector. This structure can be an economic vitality 

across different regions, reducing reliance on the capital, Berlin. Similarly, France’s model sees 

cities like Lyon and Marseille hosting strong local economies in pharmaceuticals, trade, and 

other industries, which diminishes the need for residents to migrate to Paris. The result is a more 

stable balance between urban and regional growth, helping France and Germany avoid the 

challenges Japan faces with too much urban centralization. 

The impact of Tokyo’s dominance on Japan’s rural areas is stark. Numerous regions, 

especially in Hokkaido, Tohoku, and Shikoku, face population decline, shrinking tax revenue, 

and a reduction in essential services. For example, public transportation services in these areas 

have been scaled back due to low ridership, which creates further barriers for residents and 

hampers local economic activities. Schools, hospitals, and other critical facilities are also being 

forced to close, leading to a deteriorating quality of life in rural communities. In 2020, Japan's 

Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications reported that over 60% of municipalities face 

population decline,4 and some risk becoming "ghost towns" by mid-century if trends continue5. 

This stands in stark contrast to Germany, where small towns and regional cities are supported by 

local industry and government initiatives aimed at fostering regional development. 

5 tōyō keizai onrain . shōshi kōreika ga susumu Nippon no mirai tōkei de miru kadai to tenbō ." Published May 14, 
2018. 

4 RIETI (Research Institute of Economy, Trade and Industry). "日本の経済成長と課題に関する特別レポートNippon 
no keizai seichō to kadai nikansuru tokubetsu report." Published 2021. 

3 Prologis Germany. "Frankfurt am Main: Trade and Business Hub in Central Germany and Central Europe." 
Published 2023. 



Moreover, while Japan has attempted to decentralize economic activities through policies 

like the "Regional Revitalization Initiative" and tax incentives for companies to move their 

headquarters outside Tokyo, results have been limited. Economic and employment opportunities 

in Tokyo remain so dominant that relocation policies have not significantly impacted migration 

trends. In Germany, however, regional economic policies like the "Joint Task for the 

Improvement of Regional Economic Structures" have been more effective in encouraging 

companies to establish operations in smaller cities6. This policy promotes balanced development 

by offering federal and state subsidies to businesses that relocate to underdeveloped regions, 

thereby supporting regional economies and alleviating pressure on larger cities. 

In conclusion, Japan’s high concentration of power and resources in Tokyo presents 

unique challenges to regional development, unlike the decentralized models seen in Germany 

and France. By promoting regional industries, increasing support for infrastructure, and offering 

stronger incentives for businesses to establish in other cities, Japan could achieve a more 

balanced and sustainable growth model. Such a shift would enable regional cities to thrive, 

providing a higher quality of life for residents across the country and lessening Japan's reliance 

on Tokyo as the primary driver of its economy. 

II 

Urban development is often featured in the controversy between concentrated (a model in 

which resources and activities are concentrated in one location) and decentralized (a model in 

which resources and activities are distributed across multiple neighborhoods). Each model has its 

advantages and disadvantages . Based on reliable data and expert analysis, this essay examines 

6 Germany Trade & Invest (GTAI). Investment Grants and Incentives in Germany. Published 2023.  



the advantages and disadvantages of each model, using specific examples from Japan, Germany, 

and France. 

Advantages of Concentration in a Single Location 

Concentration increases economic efficiency by concentrating resources, industry, and 

infrastructure in a single location. Tokyo is a good example of this model. According to the 

Japanese Government Cabinet Office, Tokyo represents 20.7% of Japan's GDP7 (Source: Japan 

Macro Advisors). The concentration of businesses, educational institutions, and government 

bodies in Tokyo encourages collaboration and innovation. For example, Tokyo is home to 

Japan's top 10 universities, attracting talented people from all over the country. 

The concentration in Tokyo also enhances international competitiveness. Along with 

New York and London, Tokyo is recognized as one of the world's leading financial centers 8. 

This status attracts foreign investment and promotes tourism, making unipolar concentration a 

powerful economic strategy. 

Challenges of Concentration 

Concentration also has its challenges. First, overcrowding has caused prices of expensive 

apartments to increase sharply. The average monthly rent for a one-bedroom apartment in central 

Tokyo exceeds 100,000 yen, making housing unaffordable for many people9. Moreover, the 

increased demand for Tokyo's infrastructure has led to traffic jams and serious environmental 

stress. 

Furthermore, heavy concentration of one location has the potential to increase risk of 

natural disaster with earthquakes occurring on a yearly basis in Japan. The economy and 

9 Global Financial Centres Index.“When would we know our financial system is working?.” Unknown. Accessed 
November 12, 2024.  

8 Real Estate Japan.”Japan Real Estate Investment and Financing Seminars. 
7 Tokyo metoropolitan government. “都民経済計算（都内総生産等)令和3年度年報.” 28 March,2024.  



administrative functions of Japan as a whole can be severely impacted. Therefore, risk 

diversification at city level is extremely important.  

Advantages of Decentralization 

Decentralization, on the other hand, promotes regional development and reduces 

dependence on concentration. In Germany, cities such as Frankfurt, Munich, and Hamburg act as 

economic centers for finance, technology, and transportation, respectively, reducing dependence 

on Berlin10. Similarly, in France, Lyon and Marseille form independent economies with 

industries such as medicine and trade11. 

Decentralization efforts are also making progress in Japan. For example, the 

government's regional development policy encourages companies to expand into regional areas 

through government subsidies.12 There are also systems, such as the “Furusato” tax system, 

under which residents can financially support local regions and receive training in those regions. 

Challenges to Decentralization 

Decentralization has its challenges. Infrastructure development varies from region to 

region, which can significantly increase costs. In Hokkaido and Tohoku, public transportation 

systems ceased to function due to low demand, and many services were cut13. Furthermore, 

maintaining the same quality of education, healthcare, and public services throughout the country 

is very difficult and expensive. 

Another challenge is the inequality among regions. While some cities are succeeding 

with decentralization, other regions are stagnant or facing economic stagnation. In many rural 

13 東洋経済オンライン. "少子高齢化が進む日本の未来：統計で見る課題と展望." Published May 14, 2018. 
12 自治タイムス編集部.”地方創生交付金の種類一覧や活用事例を紹介.” Published March 31,2023.  
11 French Ministry of Economy.”Nos actualités.”unknown.  
10 Germany Trade & Invest.”markets Germany.” Published October 15.2023 



areas of Japan, labor shortages are a serious problem due to an aging population without a steady 

supply of young people. 

Balancing the Two Models 

The best approach is to combine the advantages of concentration and decentralization. 

Japan's “supercity” concept aims to achieve this balance by introducing smart technology into 

regional centers. This concept is expected to ease the burden on Tokyo and promote sustainable 

regional growth14. 

Another example is Germany's federal system. Local governments develop their own 

policies to meet the specific needs of their regions, promoting innovation and sustainability. 

Concentration and decentralized models are not opposites, but rather compliments. 

Centralization promotes economic efficiency and international competitiveness, while 

decentralization promotes sustainability and regional equity. We believe that learning from 

global examples and developing policies that address the needs of our own countries will help us 

to better solve problems. 

III 

Tokyo has long been the symbolic center of Japan, functioning as a political, economic 

and cultural center. This concentration has historically led to the modernisation of Japan and its 

influence on the world, however in recent decades its limitations have been revealed. From 

economic inequality in the local area to disaster risk vulnerability and urban stress, the 

over-concentration of people and resources in Tokyo faces serious challenges for the Jaona . As a 

student who studied in the UK, I have been able to see how balanced regional development can 

have a positive impact on society. In this essay, I argue that a solution to the excessive 

14 Hokkaido Prefecture Report.”hokkaido sougou keikaku.” Published 2024.  



concentration in Tokyo is necessary as well as urgent, and provide possible solutions  according 

to clear evidence and cross-cultural perspectives as studying abroad.   

Tokyo's concentration has created economic efficiencies that are often misunderstood. In 

general,  large cities usually benefit from concentration effects, such as developments and 

increasing productivity growth because of human exchange. By contrast, in the case of Tokyo it 

seems to exceed the optimization point that can benefit from heavy concentration in Tokyo.  

According to data from the Tokyo Metropolitan Government, Tokyo's GDP per person is 

approximately 7.74 million yen15, which is higher than the national average, but not as large as 

might be expected. In other words, Tokyo is the capital of Japan, but it is not necessarily 

efficient, indicating that more growth may follow to overcrowding, rather than being in the 

national advantage. 

Another serious consequence of Tokyo's advantage is the increasing inequality within 

Japan between regions. Despite the fact that Tokyo's population is only about 11% of the national 

total, Tokyo contributes about 20% of the national GDP16. This imbalance reveals how other 

regions are being left behind economically and economically. Technically, some experts argue 

that  GDP is not a proper way to measure economic scale in the world, because it is highly 

compatible with currency value. However using the GDP method is valid when comparing 

economic scale within a contrary.  Young people continue to move to Tokyo in looking for work 

and education, while the countryside suffers from an aging population and declining tax 

revenues. In the long term, this demographic imbalance undermines Japan's national land wealth 

and sustainability17. 

17 Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism. "運輸白書 昭和63年版." Published unknown. 
16 Tokyo Metropolitan Government. "くらしと統計2024 全国から見た東京都." Published March 27, 

15 Tokyo Metropolitan Government. "都民経済計算（都内総生産等）令和3年度年報." Published March 28, 



The risks will become even more obvious when disaster preparedness and public health 

are considered. Tokyo's vulnerability to natural disasters such as earthquakes is well known, but 

recent events such as the COVID-19 pandemic added  a new layer of risk. The high population 

density in areas such as Shibuya and Shinjuku made social distancing and isolating outbreaks 

extremely difficult. Furthermore, integral systems such as data centers and national infrastructure 

are also concentrated in Tokyo, making the city exposed to single points of failure in the an 

emergency18. 

Solving these problems will not be easy, but it is possible. Several national strategies 

have already been proposed, such as encouraging companies to relocate their headquarters to 

regional cities by offering tax incentives and subsidies(補助金)19. In addition, the idea of 

relocating some government functions outside Tokyo has also attracted attention. For example, 

the part of relocation of the Consumer Affairs Agency to Tokushima Prefecture has already been 

carried out 20. Even though this is still the stage of an experiment. It demonstrates that 

decentralisation is possible and effective in stimulating local economies.  Decentralising some 

departments of the Ministry of the Environment and the Ministry of Health,  Labour and Welfare 

to other regions would create jobs in rural areas, stimulate local economies and reduce the 

burden on Tokyo's infrastructure.  

A more in-depth solution is to invest in cities that will become ‘second capitals’. For 

example, Osaka and Fukuoka could be officially named as centers of excellence in the 

administrative and technological part of Japan, and the government would actively invest in 

them. This is similar to the approach that South Korea has taken in developing the city of 

20 徳島新聞, “消費者庁徳島移転「来夏までに結論」 担当相、県庁オフィス視察” 
 

19 Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism. "1 東京プロブレムの解決をめざして". 
18 SBI Financial and Economic Research Institute. "2024年10月10日レポート." Published October 10, 2024.  



Sejong21. By relocating some of the public offices, IT industry and media organisations to these 

cities, a strong alternative to Tokyo can be created and social and economic structure. This 

requires not only tax incentives, but also large-scale public infrastructure investment, such as 

high-speed railway systems, smart city technology and the expansion of local universities.  　　

The HS2 rail project in the UK and the development of local universities such as the University 

of Leeds show that government-led investment can distribute opportunities to the regions: HS2 is 

a high-speed rail network linking London with Manchester, Leeds and Birmingham, which aims 

to enhance inter-regional transport links and promote economic growth in rural areas. It aims to 

promote economic growth in the local area22. The University of Leeds also performs an 

important role for its local economy and, as an international research institution, increases 

education and employment opportunities in the local area23 . 

Educational reform linked to local regeneration is also important. It is hoped that leading 

universities such as the University of Tokyo and Keio University will open fully-supported 

campuses in the local area,  In the UK, the University of Manchester and the University of 

Glasgow function as a core of the local economy, not only educating young people but also 

attracting international talent and serving as regional research centers . Developing this model in 

Japan will prevent the concentration of young people in urban areas and rebuild identities  in the 

local area.  

Furthermore, digitalisation must be strongly linked to rural regeneration. Rather than 

simply encouraging remote working, gsovernment-led ‘digital nomad zones’ should be 

23 University of Leeds. "Impact of the University on the Region." Published unknown 
 
 

22 High Speed Two (HS2) Ltd. "HS2: Britain's New High Speed Railway." Published unknown.  
 

21 The Korea Herald. "Sejong City: The Road to Administrative Reform." Published January 17, 2017.  
 



established in rural areas. This includes creating high-speed internet environments, co-working 

spaces and housing support to attract young entrepreneurs and remote workers. Such zones have 

already been introduced in Estonia and other Nordic countries  Estonia and other Nordic 

countries have already introduced such ‘digital nomad zones’, which have successfully attracted 

migration from urban areas and international remote workers. Estonia, for example, began its 

‘e-Residency’ programme in 2014, setting up a mechanism for entrepreneurs from all over the 

world to establish and operate legal entities in the country 24. Finland and Sweden have also been 

working to attract digital human resources to regional cities, with the ‘Arctic Nomad’ project in 

the Lapland region of Finland, which combines high-speed internet and a natural environment, 

attracting particular attention25　creating a new digital migration trend. Japan's regions have their 

own charms, such as beautiful nature, safety and unique culture. If these are communicated to the 

rest of the world, they can attract foreign residents, thus helping to counter the decline in the 

population.  

Finally, cultural and media decentralisation is also essential to correcting the 

concentration in Tokyo. Currently, much of television, publishing and advertising are 

concentrated in Tokyo, creating an image of “success = Tokyo”. The Government should 

establish a subsidy system to support local media production and introduce content originating 

from the region widely through national broadcasters such as NHK. The UK is  the active 

promotion of regional accents, talent and stories, such as BBC Scotland and ITV Wales. A 

similar strategy in Japan would increase regional pride and change the value system that say you 

have to go to Tokyo to be successful. 

 

25 Finland. "Work in Lapland Campaign Targets Digital Nomads." Published 2021 

24 Republic of Estonia e-Residency. "e-Residency of Estonia: Apply & Start an EU Company Online." Published 
unknown. 
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Kosei Tanaka 

The difference of learning English between Japan and Europe 

I 

 In recent years, many people have been learning languages around the world. English is 

the most popular language and English is learned by many people. English has the highest 

number of second language speakers, with nearly a billion non-native speakers in the world.1 To 

speak English in the work place, people can get more money. English has become a good way to 

have a conversation in many countries and work places, so many people are learning English and 

speaking fluently. However, in Japan, 20 percent of Japanese people can speak English fluently. 

In the English Proficiency Index ranks in 2023, Japan was ranked 87th out of 113 countries.2 

Looking at Europe, English is spoken by 47 percent of Europeans as a second language. In 

addition, 7 out of 10 young Europeans can speak English. Thus, Japan has a contrasting low 

number when comparing with other highly developed countries, especially those in the European 

Union.3 In this essay, I will write about the difference in learning English between Japan and 

Europe.  

In Europe, many people think everyone should be able to speak at least one language 

other than their mother language. Moreover, this number reached about 86 percent.4 76 percent 

of Europeans think that improving language skills is the most important thing.  In this way, many 

Europeans have a good image and interest in speaking foreign languages. The Netherlands is the 

number one country on the 2023 EF English Proficiency Index. In the Netherlands, many people 

do not use subtitles or native language dubs to watch English TV shows and movies. They were 

4 European Union, “Europeans and their languages,” European Union, 2024 
3 European Union, “Europeans and their languages,” European Union, 2024 
2 Diana Ploscaru, “How Many People in Japan Speak English?,” History of English, 2024 
1 University of the people, “The 12 Most Important Languages To Learn For Success In 2024,” uopeople, 2024 

http://www.ef-australia.com.au/epi/


surrounded by English from an early age.5 To my surprise, in Belgium, they start studying 

language at 3 years old. In Europe, many people start learning non-native languages very early. 

Japanese people also have a good image to learn English. Many Japanese people start learning 

English when they enter elementary school. A lot of Japanese people study English for 12 years 

from elementary school to university. Despite this, Japanese people have problems speaking in 

English. The difference between Japan and European countries is related. In the Japanese English 

learning system, reading and writing are most important.6 This system is for the purpose of 

passing the exam, so most students can not get listening and speaking skills. In this system, they 

can not use English fluently. On the other hand, the European English learning system focuses on 

communication skills. They learn English to use discussion in groups and presentations. They 

also learn grammar, but it is not the same with Japan. Students learn grammar while speaking. 

They improve their grammar mistakes in conversation. Many Europeans use English in their 

school a lot of times. In the Japanese system, students do not have many opportunities to use 

English in their classes. This difference in learning English makes it difficult to speak English 

and is the biggest problem for Japanese students. Moreover, many Japanese students are afraid of 

making mistakes in class. To learn English, making mistakes in speaking is a good way to 

improve English skills. The Japanese English education system does not have the chance to use 

their learning in the class. There is not enough time to practice. As a result, it is hard to 

remember what they learned. From this education, many students think learning English is 

difficult, and they do not want to learn English. These differences make the difference in English 

language skill development between European countries and Japan.     

6 Tsunagu local, “6 Reasons Why Japanese Cannot Speak English According to a Japanese Local,” tsunaguLocal, 
2020 

5 Alexandra Huetter, “Why are the Dutch so good at speaking English?,” DUTCHREVIEW, 2023 



In conclusion, there are differences in learning English systems between European 

countries and Japan. European countries and Japan have the same opinion about learning a 

language other than the mother language, so in these countries people learn a foreign language 

from an early age. However, there is a difference in the education system between European 

countries and Japan, so speaking English is difficult for Japanese students. Because of this 

problem, many Japanese people do not like to learn English. In this cycle, Japanese people can 

not speak English. Japan needs to change its education system to finish this cycle.  

II 

 Now in the world, many people learn English as a second language. English is a good 

way to communicate with other countries people in their job or daily life, so many people start 

studying English from 8 or 9 years old7. In Japan, many people also learn English the same as in 

other countries. Many Japanese people start learning English when they are in primary school. In 

many cases, Japanese people study English from 3rd grade to the end of high school. Many 

Japanese people spend a lot of time on English classes. In 2020, 35 hours for 3rd and 4th grade 

students, and 70 hours for 5th and 6th grade students in one year.8 However, the percentage of 

English speakers in Japan is less than 20 to 30 percent. English Proficiency Index ranks in 2023, 

Japan is 87th out of 113 countries.9 To compare with other highly developed countries, this 

country is ranked low. In addition, the percentage of people who can speak English fluently is 

also low. This result comes from some problems of studying English for Japanese people. In this 

essay, I will discuss the problems of Japanese English education and solutions.   

9 Diana Ploscaru, “How Many People in Japan Speak English?,” History of English, 2024 
8 Nathan Crocker, “How English is Taught in Japanese Schools,” writeteachjapan, 2023 

7 Deborah Pugh, “Do Japanese people study English in school?,” NCESC, 2024 



Now in Japan, many people want to learn English. 50 percent of Japanese people aged 10 

to 50 want to learn English. 10Moreover, Japan is one of the countries that advanced with 

education in the world. Looking at the PISA scores in 2022, Japan got high scores in all subjects, 

math, science, and reading.11 In contrast, Japanese people are weak in English. This way is the 

problem of Japanese English Education systems. One of the problems is the means of English 

class. In many Japanese schools, students study English for their examinations. They learn 

English for only examinations, not to speak with other people. Thus, students often use class 

time for grammar and reading. Students sometimes have conversations, debates and 

presentations in English, but it is rare. In this education system, there is no importance for 

conversations and practical speaking skills. They do not have enough opportunities to improve 

their speaking ability and communication skills. Also, this way causes the lack of listening skills. 

Students can not listen to what other people are saying and are afraid to answer the answer. 

Moreover, in this English education system, some students are afraid to make mistakes in 

conversation. They are often afraid of making mistakes in pronunciation and grammar. Then, 

students do not speak in English with other students to avoid these risks. It makes students feel 

bored while studying English. To solve this problem, Japanese schools should change their 

education systems. In one example, schools invite native English speaker teachers to the class.  

In these classes, students should have chances to communicate in English with native speakers. 

However, many schools do not have enough native English speaker teachers now. In Japan, there 

are 19 thousand elementary schools and 10 thousand junior high schools.12 In contrast, there are 

20 thousand native speakers.13 In urban cities, there are many native speakers, but in the 

13 Charlie Moritz, “ALT Survey Results Show Many Are Disappointed With Current Conditions,” jobsinjapan, 2023 
12 Unknown, “Number of educational institutions in Japan in 2023, by type,” statista, 2024 
11 Anna Fleck, “The Top Performing Places for Education,” statista, 2023 
10 Diana Ploscaru, “How Many People in Japan Speak English?,” History of English, 2024 



countryside, one teacher goes to several schools. The Japanese government has to increase the 

amount of English native speakers. To speak with native speakers, students can know how to 

pronounce some words and correct grammar. This learning method is good for students in 

practical communication. Students can understand incorrect things in conversation. In addition, 

speaking with native speakers reduces the negative minds of students. Students are not afraid to 

make mistakes. Conversely, students can have confidence in themselves whilst speaking English. 

Therefore, they can improve their English quickly. Increasing opportunities to use English in 

conversation is important and the best way to get better English skills. 

 In conclusion, the Japanese English learning system makes learning English difficult. In 

this system, students can not speak English fluently. A lot of students are afraid to make mistakes 

in conversation. To help Japanese students be able to speak English fluently, Japanese schools 

should change the education system. Now in Japanese schools, there are a few opportunities to 

speak with native speakers. To communicate with native speakers, students can know correct 

pronunciation and fix grammar. Then, Japan will be one of the countries where people can speak 

English.  

III 

 In the last decade, many people have started learning languages in Japan. In Japan, 

English is the most popular language and English is learned by many Japanese people. This trend 

also happens around the world. Many people start learning English. In 2023, there are 

approximately 1.5 billion people who speak English natively or as a second language in the 

world.14 English has the highest number of speakers, so English is one of the good ways to 

communicate with other language speakers in personal situations or at work. Then, many people 

start to learn English from earlier ages. In European countries, students normally start to learn 

14 S. Galan, “The most spoken languages worldwide in 2023,” statista, 2025 



foreign languages as a required subject from ages 6 to 9. Moreover, in more than 20 European 

countries, students must study a second language for one year at least.15 Also in Japan, students 

start studying English in elementary school. However, when looking at the English Proficiency 

EF Index score in 2023, Japan had a low score compared with European countries including 

Netherlands, Austria, and Denmark.16 Therefore, it can be said that Japan is weak at English 

from this analysis. It depends on the survey, but there are many consequences that show that less 

than 20 to 30% of Japanese people can speak English fluently.17 In this essay, the cause and 

effect of low English level will be discussed.  

Now, many Japanese people are learning English. However, they are not good at speaking 

English. This situation came from several causes of the English Education system in Japan. 

Firstly, there is importance in reading and writing in Japanese schools' English education. These 

skills are mainly for passing the examinations. Also, this system has the time for practical skills 

like listening and speaking, but these times are lacking.18 In this system, students miss the time to 

get English, which was used in real life and students can not get fluent English. In this class, 

there are a few conversation opportunities, discussions with other students, and presentations in 

English. This system does not have a process for students to learn English from mistakes, so a lot 

of students are afraid to make mistakes in conversation. Many students think that making 

mistakes in conversation is embarrassing. Also, students feel shame in presentations in English, 

because they might make mistakes in the presentation. Paul Doyon in Asahi university noted that 

most Japanese students think they are shy in class, which has 30 students, and oppose students 

18 Tsunagulocal, “6 Reasons Why Japanese Cannot Speak English According to a Japanese Local,” Tsunagulocal, 
2020 

17 Diana Ploscaru, “How Many People in Japan Speak English?,” historyofenglish, 2025 
16 Unknown, “English Proficiency by Country 2025,” WORLD POPULATION REVIEW, 2025 

15 Devlin Kat, “Most European students are learning a foreign language in school while Americans lag,” Pew 
Research Center, 2018 



who are only 2 to 3.19 From this education system, half of the students do not like to learn 

English. Many students think that English is the most useful subject in the future. However, 

English was also rated as a hated subject for students.20 Then, many students do not try to learn 

English. Because of this, they do not like to speak English, so they do not have chances to speak 

English with native speakers in their life. To have this chance, some people go to study abroad. 

To study abroad, students can get good conversation skills and correct pronunciation. However, 

the students who want to go study abroad is not a lot. In 2023, the number of Japanese studying 

abroad was about 66,000. The Japanese government sets a goal to send 500,000 students 

overseas by 2033.21 Nevertheless, it is difficult to achieve this goal by 2033 if current education 

situations continue. Thus, Japanese students need conversations to get better English skills. 

Because of the lack of conversation, students are not able to communicate in English. It creates 

barriers to global communication. The weakness of speaking English makes it difficult in 

international business and academic activities. It can make Japanese less competitive in the 

international community.  

In summary, Japanese people are weak at speaking English. Japan was ranked low in the 

English Proficiency EF Index score. This outcome comes from the current Japanese education 

system in English. It affects a lot of things about the future of Japan. English is the most common 

language spoken in the whole world. Many people speak English in international conversations. 

If this situation continues in Japan, Japan is not going to participate in global competition. Japan 

should come up with ideas for solving this English education system problem. Then, Japan can 

21 Nash Polly, “Japanese study abroad doubles in one year,” The Pie network, 2024 
20 Unknown, “Japanese Students See English as Useful for the Future, But Many Dislike It,” nippon.com, 2021 

19 Doyon Paul, “Shyness in the Japanese EFL Class: Why It Is a Problem, What It Is,What Causes It, and What to 
Do About It,” Jalt Publication, 2000 



be a country that is good at speaking English and can join the international conversation in 

English. 
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Mana Shibue 

The Benefits and Drawbacks of Canada's Immigration Policy 

I 

 In 2022, the Canadian government announced that it wanted to attract 500,000 new 

immigrants per year by 2025, and it estimates that 1.5 million people would migrate to the area.1 

In the same year, the government granted more than 600,000 new temporary work permits to 

foreign nationals.2 Since the approval of the first immigration law in 1869, Canada has 

welcomed immigrants from all over the world for many years. The country has coped with the 

Great Depression, two world wars, and rapid population and economic growth while repeatedly 

modifying and revising its immigration policies. In particular, the government decided to use 

multiculturalism as a Canadian national policy, and they have created an open and selective 

immigration system that embraces diverse races and cultures since the late 20th century. Thus, 

Canada is one of the most representative multiculturalist societies in the world, and as a global 

leader in resettling immigrants, it has an immigration policy that is often touted as a model for 

other countries. To determine how Canada balances its need for immigration with the associated 

social culture and economic complexities, this essay will explore the benefits and challenges of 

Canada’s immigration policies from many angles. 

 Canada’s ambitious immigration plan has brought positive outcomes including economic 

growth, addressing population decline, securing the workforce, and promoting diversity. One of 

the advantages of this is their significant contribution to economic growth. In Canada, nearly a 

quarter of Canada's population is immigrant and this percentage is the highest of any G7 

2 Diana Roy and Amelia Cheatham, “What Is Canada’s Immigration Policy?”, Council on Foreign Relations, March 
28, 2024 

1 Robin Levinson-King, “Canada: Why the country wants to bring in 1.5m immigrants by 2025”, BBC News, 
November 21, 2022 



country.3 According to the Catalyst, when immigrants join the labor force, they increase the 

productive capacity of the economy and increase GDP. It has not only raised their income but 

also increased the income of the indigenous population. This phenomenon is known as the 

"immigrant surplus”.4 As a result, the economy could grow more strongly, and the increased 

labor supply could lead to lower production costs and lower prices for consumers. Moreover, this 

article said that the increase in high-skilled immigrants has been a trend evident since the 1990s. 

It has been associated with innovation and, in particular, with higher rates of patenting by 

immigrants.5 Elsewhere, a 2017 National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine 

report found that immigration has an overall positive impact on the economy.6 In fact, a study by 

the Economic Policy Institute, which surveyed data from 1994 to 2007 found that immigration 

raised wages for U.S.-born workers by 0.4% (or $3.68 per week), and also for U.S.-born workers 

without a high school education by 0.3% (or $1.58 per week).7 It has long been claimed that 

immigrants steal jobs from existing residents. However, recent studies have shown that 

immigrants stimulate local economies by triggering innovation and boosting wages.8 

Furthermore, “More immigration will create more economic growth”, Tarek Hassan, a research 

fellow of the National Bureau of Economic Research and the Center for Economic Policy 

Research claims. Also, he noted “That creates more local economic growth, which raises the 

wages of those already there”.9 Another factor is measures to address population decline and 

workforce availability. Immigrants now contribute about two-thirds of Canada's population 

9 Andrew Thurston, “Do Immigrants and Immigration Help the Economy?”, THE BRINK, April 4, 2024 
8 Andrew Thurston, “Do Immigrants and Immigration Help the Economy?”, THE BRINK, April 4, 2024 
7 Daniel Thomas Mollenkamp, “How Immigration Affects the Economy”, Investopedia,January 18, 2024 
6 Daniel Thomas Mollenkamp, “How Immigration Affects the Economy”, Investopedia,January 18, 2024 
5 Pia Orrenius, “Benefits of Immigration Outweigh the Costs”, The Catalyst, date unknown 
4 Pia Orrenius, “Benefits of Immigration Outweigh the Costs”, The Catalyst, date unknown 

3 Diana Roy and Amelia Cheatham, “What Is Canada’s Immigration Policy?”, Council on Foreign Relations, March 
28, 2024 



growth, helping to maintain the labor force and improve skills.10 In addition, immigrants could 

contribute to innovation and entrepreneurial activity, bringing diverse perspectives to the 

economy. This is not limited to Canada, immigrants are also a large and growing share of the 

labor force in OECD countries. In 2022, immigrants will average just over 15% of all workers in 

OECD countries as a whole, with nine of these countries reaching 20% or more.11 Giovanni 

Perri, an economics professor at the University of California, Davis asserts more immigrants to 

the economy of the global North is desirable from a demographic perspective. Additionally, he 

said “It would curb population decline, reduce the size of the labor force, improve age 

dependency rates, and produce positive financial benefits”.12 As a matter of fact, International 

immigration in Ontario has been a major source of labor force growth in recent years. From 2007 

to 2014, immigrants made up 39% of labor force growth, this percentage grew to 63% from 2015 

to 2022.13 Furthermore, according to the census in 2021, the proportion of recent immigrants 

with higher education qualifications has been increasing. In particular, among working-age 

immigrants in Ontario, the percentage of those with a bachelor’s degree or higher rose from 

34.7% in 1980 to 1990 to 64.2% in 2016 to 2021.14 Lastly, immigrants bring rich cultural values 

to society through their diverse backgrounds. Immigrants perform as a hub of cultural diversity 

and play an important role in the evolution of global culture as well. As stated by the 

RESIDENT, it’s spread across a variety of fields, including food diversity, artistic contributions, 

language evolution, workforce diversity, and entrepreneurial impact.15 Looking at the countries 

15 RESIDENT, “The Role of Immigration in Shaping Cultural Diversity”, RESIDENT, date unknown 

14 Financial Accountability Office of Ontario, “Labour Market Outcomes of Immigrants in Ontario and its Major 
Cities”, Financial Accountability Office of Ontario, November 8, 2023 

13 Financial Accountability Office of Ontario, “Labour Market Outcomes of Immigrants in Ontario and its Major 
Cities”, Financial Accountability Office of Ontario, November 8, 2023 

12 Daniel Thomas Mollenkamp, “How Immigration Affects the Economy”, Investopedia, January 18, 2024 
11 OECD, “Economic impact of migration”, OECD, date unknown 

10 Government of Canada, “Population growth: Migratory increase overtakes natural increase”, Government of 
Canada, August 8, 2024 



of birth of immigrants in Canada, India has the largest number of immigrants at 18.6%, followed 

by the Philippines at 11.4%, China at 8.9%, and Syria at 4.8%. Outside of Asia and the Middle 

East, the United States made up for 3%, France for 2%, and the United Kingdom for 1.7%. This 

diverse immigrant background makes Canada more culturally and linguistically diverse than ever 

before.16 For instance, as evidence of the growing diversity of Canada, the 2021 census reported 

more than 450 different native languages.17 This is due to the Canadian Multiculturalism Act of 

1988, which preserves this diversity as part of the country's identity.18 From a business and 

organizational perspective, Josh Bersin who is an industry analyst and thought leader states that 

“Companies that incorporate diversity and inclusion in all aspects of their business statistically 

outperform their peers”. Additionally, enterprises with a diverse workforce are 35% more likely 

to achieve economic profits than those without a diverse workforce.19 

 On the other hand, Canada’s immigration strategy has given rise to several challenges 

which are an increased burden on public services, cultural conflicts and diversity problems, and 

concerns and prejudice over the expansion of crime and public safety. Professor Donnelly said, 

“People’s positive emotions have changed over the past few years since before”.20 That is there 

has been an unprecedented surge in the number of temporary residents coming to Canada. 

According to the Canadian Bureau of International Education, the number of international 

students increased by nearly 30% between 2022 and 2023. In addition, the number of temporary 

foreign workers in Canada has doubled in the past five years, according to government data.21 In 

2023, a survey by the Toronto-based Environics Institute showed that  44% of Canadians felt 

21 Nadine Yousif and Jessica Murphy, “How Canada soured on immigration”, BBC, October 25, 2024 
20 Nadine Yousif and Jessica Murphy, “How Canada soured on immigration”, BBC, October 25, 2024 
19 Roxanne Addison, “The Positive Impact of Diversity and Immigrants”, Avantpage, July 6, 2022 
18 Nadine Yousif and Jessica Murphy, “How Canada soured on immigration”, BBC, October 25, 2024 

17 Vimal Sivakumar, “How one recent immigration trend is helping boost Canada’s linguistic and cultural diversity”, 
CIC NEWS, March 21,2023 

16 Vimal Sivakumar, “How one recent immigration trend is helping boost Canada’s linguistic and cultural diversity”, 
CIC NEWS, March 21,2023 



there were too many immigrants, and this proportion is a significant increase from 27% the last 

year.22 Also, a survey by the Association for Canadian Studies (ACS) Leger reveals that 

two-thirds of Canadians consider current immigration levels to be “too high”.23 From this, Jack 

Jedwab, Chief Executive Officer of ACS said “Negative sentiments toward immigration have 

remarkably increased, reaching levels not seen in the past 20 years”.24 Above all, there are 

growing concerns about housing affordability and the burden on social services. About three out 

of four respondents expressed concern about the impact of increased immigration on housing and 

social services in a public opinion survey of Leger and the Association of Canadian Studies.25 

Most people believe that current immigration rates are contributing to the housing shortage and 

stress on healthcare services, and calling Canada's immigration policy “too generous”.26 In this 

situation, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau stated that in response to public dissatisfaction with the 

shortage of social services and rising housing costs, he intends to reduce the number of 

immigrants allowed in Canada drastically. They announced plans to take the most strict action to 

reduce the number of permanent residents accepted by 21% by 2025.27 As for the issue of 

cultural clashes and diversity issues, the cultural values and religious traditions brought by 

immigrants sometimes conflict with the existing culture of Canada, which causes tensions within 

the community. These disagreements can lead to misunderstandings between immigrants and 

locals and, in some cases, could harm state-to-state relationships. On June 18, 2023, a Sikh 

27 Nadine Yousif and Jessica Murphy, “How Canada soured on immigration”, BBC, October 25, 2024 

26 Anna Mehler Paperny, “Backlash against immigrants challenges Canada's welcoming image”, Reuters, September 
6, 2024 

25 Robin Levinson-King, “Canada: Why the country wants to bring in 1.5m immigrants by 2025”, BBC News, 
November 21, 2022 

24 Diane Francis, “Canada's immigration problems are of Trudeau's own making”, FINANCIAL POST, October 22, 
2024 

23 Ari David Blaff, “Nearly two-thirds of Canadians feel immigration levels too high: polla”, FINANCIAL POST, 
October 17, 2024  

22 Diana Roy and Amelia Cheatham, “What Is Canada’s Immigration Policy?”, Council on Foreign Relations, March 
28, 2024 



leader was assassinated in Canada, and this incident affected not only Canadian security but also 

diplomatic relations with India.28 These events highlight the impact of immigration policies on 

political and social conditions inside and outside the country. Moreover, Queens University 

political scientist Christian Leuprecht pointed out that in recent years, there has been a sharp 

increase in the number of racist and xenophobic postings online targeting immigrants and 

minorities in Canada.29 Regarding fears and misconceptions about crime and public safety, 

concerns are spreading. However, there is no solid evidence that immigration increases crime 

rates. In a study of countries where the percentage of immigrants tripled in less than a decade, 

researchers found that while immigration has a significant impact on people's perception of 

crime, it has no impact on actual crime.30 It is clear that immigration has no direct impact on 

crime rates, but many people have a deeply wrong notion that immigration increases crime 

through a study, led by McGill University economics professor Nicholas Azenman. Also, he 

said, “Many people seem to believe there is a link between crime and immigration”.31 

Nevertheless when immigrants commit serious crimes, these misconceptions are further 

reinforced, leading to louder calls for reducing immigration. Fairly or not, this contributes to the 

formation of negative people’s sentiments toward immigrants. 

 In conclusion, Canada's immigration policy has brought significant benefits, including 

economic growth, population stabilization, and the promotion of cultural diversity. In addition, 

Canada is one of the most multicultural countries by immigration policy and bringing positive 

impacts to society as a whole. However, this immigration strategy has also brought several 

problems, including housing affordability, stress on social services, cultural conflicts, and 

31 Phil Gurski, “Canada's open-door immigration policy shouldn't mean anything goes”, OTTAWA CITIZEN, Jane 
10, 2024 

30 McGill University, “Does immigration really increase crime?”, McGill University, March 29, 2023 

29 Anna Mehler Paperny, “Backlash against immigrants challenges Canada's welcoming image”, Reuters, September 
6, 2024 

28 Soutik Biswas, “How relations between India and Canada hit rock bottom”, BBC, October 15, 2024 



concerns about public safety. In the last few years, public opinion has become divided over the 

impact of immigration on the economy and society, with growing concerns about the increasing 

number of immigrants. Therefore the Canadian government continues to adjust its immigration 

policies and work to balance the contributions of immigrants with the concerns of its citizens. 

This process would positively impact Canada's future and Canada will be able to maintain its 

position as a global leader of multiculturalism. 

II  

In 2023, Prime Minister Fumio Kishida opened the Japanese Diet with alarming remarks, 

warning that Japan is “on the brink of social dysfunction” due to the rapid decline in the birth 

rate, population, and labor force.32 As the late Prime Minister Shinzo Abe also stated, “In 

contrast to Canada's unified and consistent immigration system, currently Japan lacks a 

comprehensive system for immigration and has historically chosen to adopt a piecemeal 

immigration policy to fill gaps in the labor market as well temporarily”.33 In recent years, Japan 

has also expanded its immigration policy with a historic visa reform in 2019 in Tokyo. More than 

345,000 new workers were able to immigrate to Japan over the next five years. Also, it allowed 

low-skilled workers to stay for five years and foreign workers with specialized skills to be 

allowed to stay indefinitely with their families.34 As a result, Japan's foreign resident population 

will reach 3.1 million in 2022, and significant increases in the technical intern and student visa 

categories.35 In addition, it has been implicated that Japan can emulate successful immigrant 

policy countries like Canada by targeting an influx of 1 million immigrants per year to combat 

35  Scott Harrison, Momo Sakudo, “Japan Needs More Labour. Is Immigration the Answer?”, The Asia Pacific 
Foundation of Canada, August 25, 2023 

34 Martin Gelin, “Japan Radically Increased Immigration—and No One Protested”, Foreign Policy, June 23, 2020 

33  Scott Harrison, Momo Sakudo, “Japan Needs More Labour. Is Immigration the Answer?”, The Asia Pacific 
Foundation of Canada, August 25, 2023 

32 Scott Harrison, Momo Sakudo, “Japan Needs More Labour. Is Immigration the Answer?”, The Asia Pacific 
Foundation of Canada, August 25, 2023 



population decline.36 However, the reason why it has been so difficult for Japan to pursue its 

immigration policy to this extent is that various factors are intertwined and are deeply rooted. To 

understand the root causes of Japan's struggle to adopt a comprehensive immigration policy and 

the resulting social and economic consequences, this essay will analyze the historical cultural, 

social, and political factors that have shaped Japan's stance on immigration.  

One of the causes of Japan's immigration policy not being promoted is historical and 

cultural. Bhupal Shrestha, a university lecturer in Japan said “Japanese society is open to 

immigrants, but it is still conservative in some ways and I think this is due to the lack of 

opportunities for cultural exchange with them”.37 In fact, immigration (foreign workers) is at an 

all-time high, up from 480,000 in 2008. However, this number represents only 1% of Japan's 

population, compared to 5% in the UK or 17% in the US.38 Furthermore, historian Tessa Morris 

Suzuki argues that “the legal and institutional framework that restricts immigration to Japan 

today was created during the postwar Allied occupation of Japan”. In the Borderline Japan: 

Foreigners and Frontier Controls in the Postwar Era. She also wrote a new image of Japan, 

emerging as a “self-contained, unique, ethnically pure country in the postwar decades.39 

Historically, Japan has traditionally not been very accepting of immigrants because Japan is an 

island nation and was once strongly isolationist which was national isolation. Until the middle of 

the 1800s, entry and exit to foreign countries was strictly restricted in Japan, and violations could 

even result in the death penalty.40 In contrast, in modern Japan, people have come to think of 

their country as culturally homogeneous and with a strong identity. In particular, language and 

cultural knowledge gaps are the main challenges faced by migrant workers, according to 

40 Bryan Lufkin, “More seniors, more foreigners: How Japan is changing”, BBC News, December 10, 2018 
39 Martin Gelin, “Japan Radically Increased Immigration—and No One Protested”, Foreign Policy, June 23, 2020 
38 Bryan Lufkin, “More seniors, more foreigners: How Japan is changing”, BBC News, December 10, 2018 
37 Bryan Lufkin, “More seniors, more foreigners: How Japan is changing”, BBC News, December 10, 2018 

36  Scott Harrison, Momo Sakudo, “Japan Needs More Labour. Is Immigration the Answer?”, The Asia Pacific 
Foundation of Canada, August 25, 2023 



Masahito Nakai, an immigration lawyer who noted that “obtaining a visa is only the beginning of 

the migration process, and assimilation into Japanese culture is very difficult”.41 Moreover, 

Chikako Usui who is a sociologist at the University of Missouri-St. Louis points out that Japan's 

isolationist history and the homogeneity emphasized in its self-perception have put immigrants in 

a difficult position. She emphasizes that the unspoken rules and subtle social cues that shape 

Japanese society contribute to anxiety about outsiders, making even native Japanese weary. The 

Japanese concept of “reading the air” which Ms. Usui mentioned refers to the act of perceiving 

the mood of the situation and understanding acting on what is implicitly required.42 Also, this is 

deeply rooted in Japanese culture, which emphasizes group harmony and prioritizes group needs 

and feelings over individual desires. “To “read the air” requires cultural, historical, and inside 

knowledge of the people participating in the conversation in communication tends to be indirect 

in Japan” stated Yoko Hasegawa, Professor of Japanese at the University of California, 

Berkeley.43 In a way, this involves a form of understanding that is almost telepathic. Therefore, 

this advanced social skill is difficult for foreigners to master, let alone for those who do not share 

their cultural backgrounds, so it is also a factor that contributes to suspicion and discomfort 

toward immigrants and outsiders. Another historical and cultural factor is that Japan is 

considered one of the most ethnically unitary countries in the world. Estimates for 2022 indicate 

that approximately 97.5% of the total population will be Japanese, with the remainder being 

0.6% Chinese, 0.4% Vietnamese, 0.3% Korean, and 1.2% other (including Filipinos, Brazilians, 

Nepalese, Indonesians, Americans, and Taiwanese).44 These data show that ethnic and cultural 

homogeneity as “Japanese” is deeply rooted in Japanese society. This ethnic unity creates a sense 

44 THE WORLD FACTBOOK, “Japan”, THE WORLD FACTBOOK, January 3, 2025 
43 Bryan Lufkin, “How 'reading the air' keeps Japan running”, BBC News, January 29, 2020 
42 Bryan Lufkin, “More seniors, more foreigners: How Japan is changing”, BBC News, December 10, 2018 
41 Bryan Lufkin, “More seniors, more foreigners: How Japan is changing”, BBC News, December 10, 2018 



that sharing the same ethnicity and culture is the key to maintaining social cohesion, and 

contributes to the tendency to be cautious about accepting different cultures and ethnic groups. 

The resulting factors reinforce negative stereotypes about immigrants and it limits the 

opportunities for immigrants to be accepted in Japanese society. 

The second factor is Japan's social structure and economic aspects. Japan has a rapidly 

aging population, with 29.1% of the total population aged 65 and over.45 The elderly population 

is believed to tend to value traditional values and is often resistant to new social changes and 

policies. On the other hand, the attitude of Japanese society as a whole toward immigration 

policy has changed significantly in recent years. In a 2018 Pew Research Center survey, 58% of 

respondents said Japan should accept the same number of immigrants, while 23% said Japan 

should accept more. Furthermore, 59% of respondents rated immigrants as strengthening Japan 

through their work and talents, revealing a majority of support for immigration policies.46 In a 

survey released in May 2024, 62% of Japanese respondents also supported granting more visas 

to skilled foreign workers.47 Additionally, according to a recent Nikkei newspaper survey, about 

70 percent of Japanese respondents said it would be "good" to have more foreigners in Japan. 

This article said, “Nationalist, anti-immigrant groups make up possibly only 1 to 2 percent of the 

electorate”. Overall, the current situation confirms the growing understanding and support for 

immigration reform.48 However, even with this change in people's awareness, immigration policy 

in Japanese society is not without its challenges. There are persistent concerns that immigrants 

will take jobs from their citizens or increase the burden on social security due to widening 

48 Martin Gelin, “Japan Radically Increased Immigration—and No One Protested”, Foreign Policy, June 23, 2020 

47 Becca Faber, “Japan is standing on the verge of whether [it] can continue to function as a society.”, HARVARD  
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economic gaps and increased competition in the labor market. Shiro Yabushita who is a 

Professor Emeritus, at the Faculty of Political Science and Economics, at Waseda University 

claims that while such fears are often driven by emotional arguments, evidence from other 

countries offers valuable insights. 49 For instance, numerous studies in the United States have 

examined the impact of immigration on the employment levels of American workers with most 

concluding that immigration does not have a significantly negative effect on reduced 

employment opportunities for native workers. Additionally, a recent meta-analysis of a large 

number of studies has shown similar results.50 As Japan advances its immigration policy, it is 

crucial to develop policies based on empirical evidence rather than unfounded concerns. 

Finally, political factors have greatly influenced Japan's immigration policy. Japan has 

historically had a poor history of immigration, which has been influenced by the fact that 

immigration issues have not been managed well in the past. For example, the acceptance of 

foreign workers did not proceed smoothly, and discrimination and prejudice against foreigners 

became a problem in local communities after the war. This experience has led to a cautious 

approach to immigration policy in Japan. Moreover, the government enforced a strict 

immigration policy through the Immigration Control and Refugee Act of 1952, which generally 

only allowed immigrants on work visas or visas for Japanese descent and family members to stay 

in Japan and the factor of  Japan's immigration policy did not promote immigration until the 

population crisis.51 Foreign labor intake is very limited, mainly for unskilled workers, and as of 

2015, foreign workers accounted for only 2.5% of the total labor force.52 The creation of the 

52 Jun SAITO, “Historical Background of the Japanese Restrictive Immigration Policy”,  Japan Center for Economic 
Research, July 15, 2022 
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“specified skills” system in 2019 has fundamentally changed Japan's immigration policy, says 

sociologist and immigration expert Naoto Higuchi. It has made it possible for foreigners with 

limited skills to obtain work visas, paving the way for possible permanent residency.53 Although 

the government still does not clearly state that this is an “immigration policy”. This means not 

only is it difficult to obtain Japanese citizenship, permanent residence permits, and acceptance as 

a refugee, but it is also extremely difficult to obtain a work visa, so there remains a major 

difference between the policies of immigration abroad and domestically.54 One of the reasons 

why the government has so far avoided discussion on immigration, one reason for this is the 

existence of people among the ruling party's supporters who hold the abstract objection that “the 

increase in immigration will result in the loss of Japanese culture and traditions. Some may have 

concerns that it will worsen the security of society, however in reality formal immigration is not 

progressing leading to an increase in the number of illegal immigrants, and their inability to find 

regular jobs is contributing to the deterioration of public safety.55 Other government immigration 

policies are biased toward compensating for short-term labor shortages. The “technical 

internship” policy, which aims to employ foreign workers for a fixed period is lacking in 

structures to support long-term settlement and social integration, which contributes to the 

tendency to view immigrants as transients. There are many challenges in the treatment of foreign 

workers and their living environment as well. According to the Cabinet Office's economic white 

paper for fiscal 2024, which targets more than 2 million foreign workers foreign workers are paid 

28% less than Japanese because of the structure of Japanese society, which limits the ability to 

55 Kishimoto Yoshiyuki, “What I want people who think that more immigrants in Japan will “worsen public safety” 
and “take away jobs” to know.”, DIAMOND online, April 10, 2024 
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change jobs and emphasizes seniority, making it difficult for immigrants to find suitable jobs.56 

In a particularly controversial trainee program, it has been reported that foreign trainees are more 

than twice as likely to die from work-related causes as their Japanese counterparts.57 Issues are 

also becoming apparent in local communities. In recent years, it has become conspicuous that 

foreigners do not respect Japanese laws and culture and act as they please. In July 2023, nearly 

100 foreigners gathered at a hospital in Kawaguchi City, Saitama Prefecture, causing a 

commotion. The expansion of the Kurdish community from Turkey has caused friction over 

lifestyle and garbage disposal rules among residents.58 These social tensions could be further 

worsened by sudden changes in immigration policies and measures that ignore social concerns. 

In conclusion, immigration policy in Japan continues to be a complex issue involving 

historical, cultural, social, and political factors. Emphasis on Japan's closed nature and cultural 

homogeneity due to isolation have created a distrust of outsiders and made it difficult for 

immigrants to assimilate. The cultural practice of “reading the air” and a strong sense of ethnic 

unity are also major barriers to immigrants' integration into Japanese society. Socially and 

economically, while an aging population and labor shortages have increased the need for 

immigration, concerns based on emotionalism about job competition, the burden on social 

security, and the economic impact of immigration have hindered progress on a comprehensive 

policy. Politically, the short history of immigration policy, inadequate treatment of immigration 

issues, and the influence of conservative views have resulted in cautious and piecemeal reforms. 

Addressing these challenges requires evidence-based　policies that balance economic necessity 

and social concerns. In particular, ignoring public opinion when implementing immigration 

58 NHK, “Kawaguchi City, Saitama, makes an unusual appeal to the State over the Kurds. Why? What happened at 
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policies can lead to social unrest, and sudden policy changes that do not address social concerns 

risk expanding the divide between immigrants and citizens.　In addition, significant 

improvements are needed to create a more equitable and sustainable immigration policy to 

address Japan's changing demographics, but there is a need to act with caution. Therefore, Japan 

needs extensive　discussions on increasing social acceptance, and efforts to promote coexistence 

with local communities while protecting the rights of immigrants need to be pursued in parallel 

with the development of its immigration policy. 

III 

The total population has been steadily declining after peaking at 128 million in 2008, and 

Japan is facing a severe crisis of rapid population decline and aging.59 Additionally, the 

working-age population is expected to decrease by 19 million between 2023 and 2050.60 Under 

these conditions, labor shortages are becoming increasingly severe, and there are major concerns 

about the sustainability of the social security system. To address these challenges, the 

introduction of immigration policies is becoming an unavoidable option. On the other hand,  

Canada has an open and selective immigration system that welcomes diverse races and cultures. 

Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) released the “Immigration Levels Plan 

for 2025-2027,” clearly stating the target for accepting permanent residents entering Canada in 

the following year on October 24 in 2024.61 The plan sets an admission goal for permanent 

residents in 2025 and includes nominal commitments for 2026 and 2027. Moreover, the program 

consists of an acceptance target for temporary residents, including foreign workers and foreign 

students, for the first time. In addition to this, the government has indicated that it is rethinking 

61 Government of Canada, “2025–2027 Immigration Levels Plan”, Government of Canada, October 24, 2024 

60 Becca Faber, “Improved Immigration: Japan’s Solution to Its Population Crisis”, HARVARD INTERNATIONAL 
REVIEW, October 30, 2024  

59 Becca Faber, “Improved Immigration: Japan’s Solution to Its Population Crisis”, HARVARD INTERNATIONAL 
REVIEW, October 30, 2024  



the overall balance of immigration to reduce the number of temporary residents to 5% of the 

Canadian population by the end of 2026.62 Thus, Canada is developing a long-term and flexible 

immigration strategy to maintain its demographic structure and economic growth. Canada's 

immigration policy, which has realized a multicultural society, can offer an important model for 

Japan. This essay will suggest solutions to gradually introduce or promote immigration policies 

in a way that is appropriate for Japan, considering cases such as Germany and South Korea, 

which similarly have histories as ethnically homogeneous nations. 

 First of all, as Japan introduces its immigration policy, a gradual and limited introduction 

of immigrants rather than a large number at once would be an effective method to reduce the 

public’s anxiety. Canada has developed a successful case study of immigration to a limited 

number of regions and occupations through its “Pilot Programs”. For example, there is an 

“Atlantic Migration Pilot” for the Atlantic area and a “Rural and Northern Migration Pilot” to 

promote migration to rural areas and other flexible systems that are in place for each region.63 

Moreover, there are pilots by occupation, including a pilot version of BC Tech, a pilot for 

home-based child care and home-based support workers, and the Agri-Food sector, which the 

program contributes to immigrant retention and community activation. Permanent residency 

acquired through the pilot program does not come with limitations, so this means that anyone 

seriously considering immigration to Canada cannot afford to ignore the pilot program.64 

Similarly, Germany is facing a shortage of skilled workers, like many European countries. In 

2022, the country's labor shortage will grow to a record high, and according to the Institute for 

64 Eivy Joy Quito, “By Pilot Your Immigration Journey to Success with Canada’s Pilot Programs”, IMMIGRATION 
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Employment Research (IAB), there are 1.74 million vacant positions across Germany.65 Nearly 

half of all companies surveyed by the Munich-based research organization IFO were affected by 

labor shortages and had to downsize their business.66 Therefore, the German government has 

designed the “Opportunity Card (Chancenkarte)” based on a point system to accept immigrants 

in stages based on skills, experience, language ability, and other evaluation criteria to change this 

complicated entry process for applicants from non-EU countries, the immigration of qualified 

workers from other countries.67 It is part of a strategy proposed by Labor Minister Hubertus Heil 

to cope with the country's labor shortage and targets those who do not yet have a labor contract 

in Germany. Furthermore, the German immigration reform was introduced in three steps, and 

this law was expected to make it easier for third-country nationals to work in Germany. This 

could increase the number of non-EU workers in Germany by 60,000 per year.68 Japan recruits 

workers to fill specific labor shortages in the Japanese economy through the Specified Skills 

(SSW) and High Skilled Foreign Professionals (HSFP) programs as well.69 In the case of the 

SSW, its support for SSW workers includes salaries equal to those of Japanese workers. While a 

limited framework has been introduced, however, to qualify for this program, immigration must 

pass the Japanese Language Proficiency Test, which is often difficult for foreigners. 

  The selection of receiving regions and a system of decentralized acceptance are essential 

for immigration policy to function effectively. In Canada, the Provincial Nominee Program 

(PNP) allows each province to select immigrants according to its specific regional 
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needs.70Through this program, applicants are granted permanent residency as the ultimate result 

of their efforts. This system is based on the principle of concurrent jurisdiction, under which the 

federal and provincial governments share responsibility for immigration. The federal government 

is responsible for the country's immigration laws and regulations through Immigration, Refugees 

and Citizenship Canada (IRCC). In contrast, states have some discretion over immigration 

through their state nomination programs. For instance, the BC Provincial Nominee Program (BC 

PNP) is an economic immigration program that allows economic immigrants to choose to live in 

BC, fill jobs, or run a business in the province.71 In addition, Alberta's Alberta Advantage 

Immigration Program (AAIP) aims to boost local economies by attracting candidates with 

specific skills and ambitions to start business ambitions in rural areas.72 In this way, Canada’s 

PNP functions as an effective framework for balancing immigration with the sustainable 

development of rural areas, preventing an overconcentration in urban centers. Similarly to Japan, 

South Korea has long maintained a strong sense of being an ethnically homogeneous nation, and 

has been slow to introduce immigration policies. South Korea has the world's lowest birth rate, 

which continues to fall year by year, and the birth rate in 2023 was 0.72.73 Additionally, South 

Korea's Ministry of Employment and Labor says the country will need an additional 894,000 

workers, especially in the service industry, to “achieve long-term economic growth projections” 

over the next decade.74 However, public opinion on immigration is mixed as 95% of the country's 

population identifies as ethnically Korean.75 “I'm worried about how South Korea will be able to 
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accept other immigrants”, said Seong Dong-gi, an expert on Goryeo-won at Inha University.76　

As a result, there has been a movement to encourage people to settle in rural areas, for example, 

by accepting foreign spouses in recent years. As seen in this rural settlement model, immigrants 

tend to choose urban areas as their settlement destinations. Still, it is important to encourage 

migration to rural areas to combat population decline in rural areas. Therefore, rather than 

accepting them without proper planning, preparations must be made both nationally and locally 

to promote their integration into society and promote economic revitalization, because there is a 

lack of infrastructure and services in rural areas. It is predicted that Japan's rural areas will face 

increasingly difficult conditions in the future. According to the United Nations, about 8% of 

Japan's population lives in rural areas, and about 30% of residents are over 65 years old.77 It is 

predicted that 50% of all rural communities will disappear by 2040, and welcoming immigrants 

has become a key issue for local governments as they think about their region's survival.78 In 

Japan, in addition to U-turn and I-turn from urban areas to rural areas, the inclusion of 

immigrants from diverse backgrounds to local communities has the potential to increase regional 

diversity and sustainability. There is a need for a system that welcomes immigrants not simply as 

a labor force, but as new leaders in the region. 

 To realize a sustainable immigration policy, it is essential not only to improve the system 

but also to change the public's attitude and promote social acceptance. In Japan, there is a lack of 

understanding of diversity, and prejudices such as “immigration equals cultural clash” and 

“deteriorating public safety” remain deeply rooted, especially among the elderly. To overcome 

this current situation, it is necessary to raise awareness of multicultural coexistence through 
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education and the media. In this respect, Canadian multicultural education is a useful model. In 

Canada, multicultural education programs have been introduced that include ethnic studies, 

comparative religions, cultural activities, heritage language education, and education that fosters 

democratic values   that respect cultural diversity is widely practiced.79 Paul Gilroy takes the 

stance that “Rather than completely rejecting the idea of   a starting point and common 

experience, we accept these as shared, but reject fixed identities”.80 In addition, the Canadian 

Multicultural Education Foundation (CMEF) , established in 1990, plays an important role in 

promoting this type of social education, creating an environment in which citizens can naturally 

understand the significance of multicultural coexistence.81 France is also working to promote 

understanding of immigrants as part of its social integration efforts. For example, the French 

National Museum of the History of Immigration aims to create a “common narrative” for the 

entire French nation by presenting the history and culture of immigrants.82 Furthermore, 

Paris-based immigrant support group BAAM is working to eradicate prejudice against people of 

diverse backgrounds through educational and cultural activities.83 Conversely, Japan has not 

shown much resistance to recent immigrants; the policy and cultural support for immigrants to fit 

into Japanese society is still sufficient. There is a need for language education, information on 

disaster prevention, the development of resources to promote cultural understanding, and legal 

protections against discrimination. Additionally, Japan is the only developed democratic country 

that lacks an anti-discrimination law or judicial system. Immigrants who face discrimination or 
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unfair treatment find it difficult to seek help in the right way.84 To build a sustainable 

immigration policy, Japan must not only focus on increasing the number of migrants but also 

create an environment where diversity is respected and protected through comprehensive policy 

and public education. 

 In conclusion, the introduction of immigration policies is one of the essential solutions to 

the population problems and issues of a declining birthrate and aging population that Japan faces. 

However, rather than rushing to introduce, the Japanese government should refer to the advanced 

examples of other countries, such as Canada and France. A careful approach that fully considers 

Japan’s unique social structure and public sentiment is required. The three measures of solutions 

in this essay are gradual introduction, limited regional acceptance, and public awareness 

activities could provide sustainable solutions to the challenges facing Japan. Through these 

efforts, if society as a whole can build a foundation for coexistence with immigrants, Japan can 

evolve into a society that turns diversity into a strength in the future. Lastly, it is important to 

view immigration policy not simply as a means to secure labor, but as an important policy that 

will shape the future of society  
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Meina Kishimoto 

Public transportation systems in the world and Japan 

I 

Japan's public transportation system is one of the best in the world. Many Japanese 

people travel daily, mainly by train, bus, car, taxi, and bicycle. In contrast, many countries, 

especially those in Europe, travel by cars, but Japan has something better than those countries. 

The Japanese rail network, particularly the Shinkansen, or "bullet trains," is renowned for its 

speed, reliability, and punctuality.1 For example, Germany’s Deutsche Bahn system is known for 

its efficiency, but it has faced criticisms for occasional delays, particularly during peak travel 

times.2 Similarly, the United States, with its vast landscape and car-dependent culture, has 

struggled to develop an efficient train transportation system. In this essay, I will compare the 

public transportation systems in Japan and the rest of the world and explain the convenience of 

public transportation in Japan. 

One of the things Japan does well is the integration of advanced technology into public 

transportation. The use of contactless payment systems like Suica and Pasmo, as well as 

real-time tracking and mobile applications, makes the user experience seamless. Passengers can 

easily check train schedules, make payments, and plan routes using smartphones, ensuring 

smooth journeys. Moreover, Japan's integration of artificial intelligence and robotics in stations 

and trains adds a layer of convenience, such as automatic announcements and crowd control 

technologies, countries like South Korea have also embraced modern technology in their public 

transport systems.3 Seoul’s subway system, for example, offers similar conveniences with 

����“KONEST” Thorough comparison of Korean transportation IC cards! August 26, 2024. 

2 “Hanacell” Why are there so few railroads in America? Find out why and other transportation options. April 11, 
2022. 

1 “Toyokeizai ONLINE” 60% of timetables are on schedule, serious situation of Deutsche Bahn's 'delays'. August 
10, 2024. 



integrated mobile apps for navigation and real-time updates.4 However, developing countries 

such as Africa still lack sufficient public transportation, and cannot yet catch up with Japan. 

Public transportation is said to be an environmentally friendly means of transportation.5 

The CO2 emitted by railways when transporting one passenger 1 km is one-seventh that of cars 

and one-fifth that of aviation. Of course, in addition to Japan, many countries around the world 

are working to reduce the environmental impact of transportation. In Europe, cities such as 

Copenhagen and Amsterdam are making great strides in promoting bicycles and electric buses as 

cleaner alternatives to traditional public transport. However, in regions like the United States, 

where car culture is deeply rooted, the challenge is to transition to more sustainable public 

transportation systems. Efforts to promote electric buses and sustainable trains are growing, but 

not as widespread as in Japan. 

Finally, the best thing about Japan is that public transportation such as trains and buses 

are almost always on time.6 According to the spectator, with six more months of train strikes 

recently announced it is getting hard to imagine a punctual, anxiety-free railway journey in the 

UK. Even more, Japan has not had a strike since the 1970s. Furthermore, the reason why Japan's 

public transportation is on time is related to Japanese culture.7 According to Frédéric de 

Kemmeter, Japan has always been a meritocratic society, more individualistic, but with a 

collective and a very strong respect for it. Conductors, drivers and station staff play an important 

role in the safe and efficient operation of the railways. An essential aspect of this role is the 

variety of physical gestures and voice calls they make in the course of their duties. Strict and 

disciplined staff training plays a big part. All high-speed train drivers are capable of reaching 

����“Mediarail. be-Rail Europe News” Why are Japanese trains so punctual? August 03, 2020. 
��

����“The spectator” Why are Japan’s trains so much better than ours? February 25, 2024��
����“Nihonmineitetsudoukyoukai” Train Q&A.  
4 “ALG” Land Reform schemes for African railway and road networks. October 02, 2023. 

https://eturbonews.com/uk-rail-strikes-prolong-6-months/


their destination within five seconds of the scheduled arrival time and stopping the train within 

one meter of the prescribed stop position.  

In conclusion, there are many reasons why Japan's public transportation system is 

superior to other countries. Of course Japan has some issues, but its transportation is almost 

perfect. In Japan, the problem is that the number of tourists has increased recently and the prices 

are getting higher, but the convenience is more than worth it.  

II 

 My experiences eating in Canada are very different than in Japan.8 There is a lot of junk 

food in Canada, it is sold in larger quantities than in Japan.9 In Canada many students have a 

school lunch, but in Japan, almost all students have a Bento10 and Japan has “one soup and three 

side dishes, but Canada doesn't have these food guidelines. Coming to Canada in this way made 

me realize the difference between Japanese and Canadian food culture. In this essay, I will detail 

about these differences. 

 The difference between Japanese and Canadian food culture that I felt when I first came 

to Canada is that the sizes of snacks, food, juice, etc. are completely different. Most Japanese 

snacks are packaged in small bags, but in Canada, most snacks come in large bags containing a 

large quantity of snacks. I had also heard that juice sizes in Japan and America are completely 

different11, but upon researching, I learned that McDonald's drinks in Canada are larger than in 

America. When I looked into the reason for the large snack bags in Canada, I found that the 

reason was to make the snack bags larger so that they would catch the attention of the people 

11 “Why are chips packets as big as they are? Why not make them smaller?” 2015. 
10 “Comparison of Japanese and American Family Food Culture”  
9 “American high school classes and lunch” February 06, 2020. 

8 “How is the food in the U.S. really like? If you are going to study in the U.S., you need to learn the etiquette of 
eating in the U.S.” April 25, 2024. 



buying them. Given that, I thought that the Japanese package was so elaborately designed that 

there was no need to increase the size of the bag. 

 The next time I felt the difference in food culture was the difference in lunch between 

Canadian and Japanese high schools. I looked around and noticed that quite a few people were 

buying and eating lunch at the school. Some Japanese high schools have cafeterias and people 

eat there, but as far as I can tell, only about a quarter of the people eat there. Some Canadian high 

school students bring their own lunch boxes. However, those lunch boxes are often put in 

Tupperware, unlike Japanese bentos. When I showed my foreign friends the Japanese bento, they 

were very impressed, so it was one of the things I realized that the technology of Japanese food 

culture is amazing.  

 One of the hallmarks of Japanese food culture is the concept of "ichiju-sansai," which 

refers to a meal consisting of one soup and three side dishes.12 However, this is a Japanese only 

culture, so there is no one soup and three side dishes in Canada. In Canada, we mainly eat from 

one plate, and also, there are no side dishes like in Japan.13 Japanese one soup and three side 

dishes provide well balanced nutrition.14 I think this balanced diet is also the reason for Japan's 

high average life expectancy. While there are many manners for eating in Japan, in Canada you 

can enjoy your meal without being bound by any particular formality. I found that many 

Canadians of Asian descent eat Asian food because Canada has a large immigrant population, so 

I learned that there are a number of markets and other places in Canada that cater to people of 

Asian descent. 

14 “Life expectancy update” July 31, 2020. 

13 “What is one soup and three vegetables? A complete summary of the meaning, benefits, menu planning, and 
cautions.” January 12, 2022. 

12 “A thorough explanation of the food situation for studying in Canada!” October 08, 2024. 



 In conclusion, my experience with Canadian food culture highlighted the differences 

between the two countries' approaches to meals and snacks. We found that they have their own 

unique ways of packaging snacks, taking lunches at school, and different ways of structuring 

their meals. In Japan, it is a balanced “one soup and three side dishes”, and in Canada, it is a dish 

suitable for diverse lifestyles. These are not only the differences in food, but also the differences 

between the different cultures. I hope that in the future there will be more food culture exchanges 

around the world. Knowing about Canadian food culture gave me the opportunity to learn more 

about food culture around the world as well. 

III 

Recently, AI continues to develop, and AI technology is used in many aspects of our lives 

and society. AI has made our lives more convenient. It is being used in many areas, such as 

education, medicine, business, and entertainment. AI can do things that used to take humans a lot 

of time and effort. For example, it can translate languages, write emails, drive cars, and even 

create pictures or music. Many people are excited about how AI can make our lives easier and 

more efficient. However, no matter how good AI is, there are certain things that only humans can 

do. In this essay, I will talk about two special human abilities—emotions and empathy and the 

power to create and make moral decisions. 

Firstly, AI can understand language and mimic conversation, but it cannot truly feel. For 

example, when a friend is sad, we naturally respond with care by reading their expressions, voice 

tone, and even silence. I believe that this is the uniquely human power of “empathy,” an action 

that is born not of mere information processing, but of a connection of the heart. According to 

the study LAB.15 We sometimes call the type of person who does not show emotion and always 

15 ”Can AI understand human emotions?” April 14, 2022 



makes calm decisions “like a machine,” but as that term symbolizes, a machine does not have 

feelings, nor does it understand them. 16 The replies that come back from the non-corporeal 

ChatGPT are always objective. That is, since ChatGPT has not actually experienced various 

things on its own, it cannot give subjective opinions, such as what it likes about a dish at a 

restaurant, even when it says it recommends the food at that restaurant. Therefore, Hinagata 

believes that if AI never has a body, there is little chance of it having feelings.17 This emotional 

dimension fuels compassion, creativity, and moral judgment — qualities essential in fields like 

healthcare, counseling, and the arts. 

 Next I thought about creativity and moral judgment. AI can make new ideas by using old 

information, but these ideas come from the past. AI looks at what people did before and tries to 

copy or mix it. Humans, however, can think of completely new things.  We can imagine stories, 

make art, and ask deep questions. These ideas don’t always come from data. Sometimes, they 

come from our feelings or dreams. Also, humans can think about what is right and what is 

wrong. We can make moral choices. For example, we can ask, “Is this fair?” or “Will this hurt 

someone?” AI can follow rules, but it doesn’t understand feelings or the meaning behind those 

rules. Humans can think about others and try to be kind. This kind of thinking is something only 

people can do.  

 AI is an incredible tool that will continue to play a major role in society. However, 

recognizing the difference between what AI can do and what only humans can do is crucial in 

this era. Recently, research and development of AI that recognizes and analyzes emotions from 

information such as human facial expressions has been progressing.  Emotion, empathy, and 

perhaps it is this “imperfection” that will become the most valuable asset in a future where we 

���� ��“Human vs. AI: The Battle for Creativity, Intelligence, and the Future” November 11, 2024 
���� ��“Can we give robots emotions?” November 28, 2023 



coexist with AI. creativity, and moral reasoning—All of these are human because they are 

“imperfect”. As we move forward into a future with AI, we should not be afraid. Instead, we 

should focus on becoming more human—not less. By understanding what only we can do, we 

can build a world where AI supports us, but never replaces it. 
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�V�X�J�D�U���R�U���V�D�O�W�����+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����-�D�S�D�Q�H�V�H���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���I�R�R�G���K�D�V���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���G�U�D�Z�E�D�F�N�V���L�Q���U�H�J�D�U�G���W�R���E�D�O�D�Q�F�H�G��

�G�L�H�W�V�����,�Q���W�K�L�V���H�V�V�D�\�����,���Z�L�O�O���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���L�V�V�X�H�V���R�I���%�U�L�W�L�V�K���D�Q�G���-�D�S�D�Q�H�V�H���I�R�R�G���F�X�V�W�R�P�V���D�Q�G���V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R��

�W�K�H�P���L�Q���R�U�G�H�U���W�R���I�L�Q�G���W�K�H���E�H�V�W���Z�D�\���W�R���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���K�H�D�O�W�K���L�Q���W�K�H���I�X�W�X�U�H����

�� �)�L�U�V�W���R�I���D�O�O�����W�K�H���8�. ���D�Q�G���-�D�S�D�Q���V�H�H�P���W�R���K�D�Y�H���V�L�P�L�O�D�U���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V���U�H�O�D�W�L�Q�J���W�R���Q�X�W�U�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���G�L�H�W�V����

�%�H�F�D�X�V�H���%�U�L�W�L�V�K���S�H�R�S�O�H���D�U�H���O�H�V�V���O�L�N�H�O�\���W�R���S�X�W���Y�D�O�X�H���R�Q���K�R�P�H���F�R�R�N�L�Q�J�����W�K�H�\���G�H�S�H�Q�G���P�R�U�H���R�Q��

�S�U�H���S�U�H�S�D�U�H�G���I�R�R�G���D�Q�G���U�H�D�G�\���P�D�G�H���P�H�D�O�V�����$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���D���V�X�U�Y�H�\���R�Q���%�U�L�W�V�¶���F�R�R�N�L�Q�J���D�W���K�R�P�H���������� ��

�R�I���%�U�L�W�L�V�K���S�H�R�S�O�H���S�U�H�S�D�U�H���W�K�H�L�U���I�R�R�G���D�W���K�R�P�H���Z�L�W�K���S�U�H���S�U�H�S�D�U�H�G���F�R�P�S�R�Q�H�Q�W�V�����I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G���E�\�������� ���R�I��

�W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���X�V�H���U�H�D�G�\���P�D�G�H���P�H�D�O�V���������$�Q�R�W�K�H�U���V�W�D�W�L�V�W�L�F�V���V�K�R�Z�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���8�. ���U�H�D�G�\���F�R�R�N�H�G���P�H�D�O��

�P�D�U�N�H�W���K�D�V���J�U�R�Z�Q���E�\���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q������ ���L�Q�������������E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���X�V�H�I�X�O�Q�H�V�V���R�I���V�W�R�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P���L�Q���W�K�H��

�I�U�L�G�J�H���I�R�U���I�X�W�X�U�H���X�V�H���������$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���W�K�H�V�H���W�\�S�H�V���R�I���I�R�R�G���K�H�O�S���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�K�R���G�R���Q�R�W���K�D�Y�H���H�Q�R�X�J�K���W�L�P�H���W�R��

�V�S�H�Q�G���R�Q���F�R�R�N�L�Q�J�����D�Q���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�Q�V�X�P�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I���P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�H�G���I�R�R�G���K�D�V���D���K�X�J�H���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q���L�Q��

�8�. ���V�R�F�L�H�W�\�����,�Q���I�D�F�W�����8�3�)�V���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W���I�R�U���D���P�H�D�Q���R�I�������� ���R�I���8�. ���D�G�X�O�W�V�¶���H�Q�H�U�J�\���L�Q�W�D�N�H���D�V���,���P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G��

�E�H�I�R�U�H���������D�Q�G���D���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���E�\���W�K�H���(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q���-�R�X�U�Q�D�O���R�I���1�X�W�U�L�W�L�R�Q���I�R�X�Q�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���L�V���H�Y�H�Q��

�K�L�J�K�H�U���L�Q���8�. ���D�G�R�O�H�V�F�H�Q�W�V���D�W���������� �������8�3�)�V���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�O�\���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q���K�L�J�K���O�H�Y�H�O�V���R�I���V�X�J�D�U���D�Q�G���I�D�W���Z�K�L�O�H��

�W�K�H�\���O�D�F�N���I�L�E�H�U���D�Q�G���S�U�R�W�H�L�Q�����V�X�F�K���D�V���V�X�S�H�U�P�D�U�N�H�W���E�U�H�D�G�����E�U�H�D�N�I�D�V�W���F�H�U�H�D�O�����F�D�N�H�V�����D�Q�G���F�U�L�V�S�V�����,�W��

�P�H�D�Q�V���W�K�D�W���L�W���K�D�V���D���Q�H�J�D�W�L�Y�H���L�P�S�D�F�W���R�Q���W�K�H���8�. ���D�G�R�O�H�V�F�H�Q�W�V�¶���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H�\���Q�H�H�G���D��

�Y�D�U�L�H�W�\���R�I���Q�X�W�U�L�H�Q�W�V�����6�L�P�L�O�D�U�O�\�����W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���-�D�S�D�Q�H�V�H���P�H�D�O�V���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q���W�R�R���P�X�F�K���V�D�O�W���D�Q�G���W�R�R���P�D�Q�\��

�F�D�U�E�R�K�\�G�U�D�W�H�V���D�V���W�K�H�\���Q�R�U�P�D�O�O�\���F�R�Q�V�L�V�W���R�I���U�L�F�H�����P�L�V�R���V�R�X�S���D�Q�G���W�V�X�N�H�P�R�Q�R�����6�X�U�S�U�L�V�L�Q�J�O�\�����R�Q�H���E�R�Z�O��

�R�I���P�L�V�R���V�R�X�S���L�V���V�D�L�G���W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�������������� ���R�I���W�K�H���G�D�L�O�\���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�H�G���V�D�O�W���L�Q�W�D�N�H���E�\��

�:�+�2���������7�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�����U�H�J�X�O�D�U�O�\���G�U�L�Q�N�L�Q�J���P�L�V�R���V�R�X�S���P�D�\���O�H�D�G���W�R���D�Q���H�[�F�H�V�V���L�Q�W�D�N�H���R�I���V�D�O�W����

�������$�X�W�K�R�U���X�Q�N�Q�R�Z�Q�����³�' �L�V�D�G�Y�D�Q�W�D�J�H�V���R�I���-�D�S�D�Q�H�V�H���I�R�R�G��� �́��: �K�\���D�U�H���-�D�S�D�Q�H�V�H���K�H�D�O�W�K�\�"�����-�D�Q�X�D�U�\��������������������

�������8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I���&�D�P�E�U�L�G�J�H�����³�8�O�W�U�D���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�G���I�R�R�G���P�D�N�H�V���X�S���D�O�P�R�V�W���W�Z�R���W�K�L�U�G�V���R�I���F�D�O�R�U�L�H���L�Q�W�D�N�H���R�I���8�. ���D�G�R�O�H�V�F�H�Q�W�V��� �́�
�8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I���&�D�P�E�U�L�G�J�H�����-�X�O�\��������������������

�������&�K�D�Y�H�]���8�J�D�O�G�H���<�D�Q�D�L�Q�D�����³�8�O�W�U�D���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�G���I�R�R�G���F�R�Q�V�X�P�S�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���8�. ���D�G�R�O�H�V�F�H�Q�W�V��� �́��P�H�G�5�[�L�Y�����-�X�Q�H������������������

�������6�K�L�O�O�L�Q�J���,�V�D�E�H�O�O�H����� �́8�. ���5�H�D�G�\���0�H�D�O�V���0�D�U�N�H�W���5�H�S�R�U�W������������� �́��0�L�Q�W�H�O�����' �D�W�H���X�Q�N�Q�R�Z�Q��

�������9�\�S�U�����³�+�R�Z���D�U�H���%�U�L�W�V���F�R�R�N�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���K�R�P�H���L�Q�����������"��� �́��9�\�S�U�����1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U������������



�� �+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����L�Q���R�U�G�H�U���W�R���W�D�F�N�O�H���W�K�H���S�U�R�E�O�H�P���R�I���X�Q�K�H�D�O�W�K�\���G�L�H�W�V�����W�K�H���8�. ���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���K�D�V��

�D�O�U�H�D�G�\���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���V�R�P�H���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����7�K�H�\���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W�L�R�Q�V���R�Q���W�K�H���S�U�R�P�R�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���I�R�R�G�V���D�Q�G��

�G�U�L�Q�N�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���K�L�J�K���L�Q���I�D�W�����V�D�O�W���R�U���V�X�J�D�U�����Z�K�L�F�K���D�U�H���F�D�O�O�H�G���+�)�6�6���������$�V���D���U�H�V�X�O�W�����W�K�H�U�H���Z�D�V���D���V�X�F�F�H�V�V��

�L�Q���O�R�Z�H�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�U�R�S�R�U�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���S�L�]�]�D�V���D�Q�G���F�U�L�V�S�V���W�K�D�W���Z�H�U�H���F�O�D�V�V�L�I�L�H�G���D�V���+�)�6�6���I�U�R�P�������� ���W�R���������� ��

�D�Q�G�������� ���W�R���������� ���U�H�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���������$�O�V�R���L�Q���-�D�S�D�Q�����V�R�P�H���R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q�V���S�O�D�\�H�G���U�R�O�H�V���L�Q���V�D�O�W���U�H�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q��

�H�I�I�R�U�W�V�����)�R�U���L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H�����V�L�Q�F�H���������������W�K�H���-�D�S�D�Q�H�V�H���6�R�F�L�H�W�\���R�I���+�\�S�H�U�W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�����-�6�+�����K�D�V���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�G���W�K�H��

�I�R�R�G���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���W�R���S�U�R�P�R�W�H���O�R�Z���V�R�G�L�X�P���I�R�R�G�V�����D�Q�G���L�W���K�D�V���U�H�G�X�F�H�G���������������W�R�Q�V���R�I���V�D�O�W���L�Q���W�K�H���G�L�H�W��

�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���������\�H�D�U�V���������,�Q���E�R�W�K���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�����H�Y�H�Q���L�I���L�W���L�V���K�D�U�G���D�Q�G���W�D�N�H�V���D���O�R�Q�J���W�L�P�H���W�R���F�K�D�Q�J�H���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V��

�H�D�W�L�Q�J���K�D�E�L�W�V�����L�Q�W�H�U�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���E�\���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���R�U���D���E�L�J���R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H��

�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���G�H�D�O���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���S�U�R�E�O�H�P���R�I���X�Q�E�D�O�D�Q�F�H�G���G�L�H�W�V����

�� �,�Q���V�X�P�P�D�U�\�����W�R���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U���K�R�Z���W�R���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V�¶���K�H�D�O�W�K���L�Q���W�K�H���I�X�W�X�U�H�����W�K�L�V���H�V�V�D�\��

�U�D�L�V�H�G���V�R�P�H���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���I�R�R�G���L�Q���W�K�H���8�. ���D�Q�G���-�D�S�D�Q�����D�Q�G���I�R�F�X�V�H�G���R�Q���H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J���V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�V����

�7�K�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���%�U�L�W�L�V�K���S�H�R�S�O�H���L�Q�J�H�V�W���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���K�D�O�I���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���H�Q�H�U�J�\���I�U�R�P���X�O�W�U�D���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�G���I�R�R�G�V��

�P�H�D�Q�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���W�D�N�H���K�L�J�K���U�L�V�N���R�I���F�R�Q�V�X�P�L�Q�J���W�R�R���P�X�F�K���I�D�W�����V�D�O�W���R�U���V�X�J�D�U�����/�L�N�H�Z�L�V�H�����W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O��

�-�D�S�D�Q�H�V�H���P�H�D�O�V���W�H�Q�G���W�R���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q���H�[�F�H�V�V�L�Y�H���V�D�O�W���D�Q�G���F�D�U�E�R�K�\�G�U�D�W�H�V���I�U�R�P���U�L�F�H�����P�L�V�R���V�R�X�S���D�Q�G��

�W�V�X�N�H�P�R�Q�R���� �,�Q�� �R�U�G�H�U�� �W�R�� �D�G�G�U�H�V�V�� �W�K�H�V�H���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V�����W�K�H���8�. ���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���V�R�P�H���-�D�S�D�Q�H�V�H��

�R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q�V���K�D�Y�H���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���W�D�N�H�Q���D�F�W�L�R�Q���V�X�F�K���D�V���U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�U�R�P�R�W�L�R�Q���R�I���+�)�6�6���W�K�D�W���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q��

�O�R�W�V���R�I���I�D�W�����V�D�O�W���D�Q�G���V�X�J�D�U�����R�U���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���I�L�U�P�V���W�K�D�W���S�U�R�G�X�F�H���O�R�Z���V�R�G�L�X�P���I�R�R�G�V�����,�Q���P�\���R�S�L�Q�L�R�Q����

�K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����W�K�H�V�H���V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�V���D�U�H���Q�R�W���H�Q�R�X�J�K���W�R���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W�O�\���F�K�D�Q�J�H���W�K�H���H�D�W�L�Q�J���K�D�E�L�W�V���R�I���%�U�L�W�L�V�K���D�Q�G��

�-�D�S�D�Q�H�V�H���S�H�R�S�O�H�����7�K�L�V���L�V���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���8�3�)�V���V�R�O�G���L�Q���J�U�R�F�H�U�\���V�W�R�U�H�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���S�R�S�X�O�D�U�L�W�\���R�I��

�W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���-�D�S�D�Q�H�V�H���I�R�R�G���D�U�H���V�W�L�O�O���K�L�J�K�����,���W�K�L�Q�N���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���N�H�\���V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���L�V���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�V���L�Q�W�H�U�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q��
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